
Witherspoon Street 

Corridor
Witherspoon Jackson Neighborhood Design Meeting

September 25, 2021
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Introductions

u Deanna Stockton, Municipal Engineer

u Ian Baker, Construction Engineer

u Michael LaPlace, Planning Director

u Justin Lesko, Senior Planner

u Elizabeth Kim, Historic Preservation Officer

u Taylor Sapudar, Municipal Arborist

u Tejal Patel, Project Manager for T&M Associates 
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Meeting Agenda

u Review project history

u Discuss key project components 

u Storm sewer and sanitary sewer upgrades

u Roadway considerations

u Sidewalk and pedestrian improvements
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Dates of Note

u Grant awarded for Nassau to Green Street section in June 2019

u Project launch occurred in October 2019

u Public outreach began in February 2020, including WJ meeting on 

2/22/2020

u Public outreach continued September 2020 ðMay 2021 for Nassau ðGreen 

section

u Focus of outreach for Paul Robeson ðValley Road restarted in May 2021

u Planning Board presentation for compliance with the Master Plan occurred 

in June 2021

u Documents are available on website at 

https:// www.princetonnj.gov/220/Infrastructure -Projects
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Witherspoon Project Phases

Nassau 

Street

Green 

Street
Valley 

Road

Franklin 

Avenue

PHASE 1 ð

NASSAU TO 

GREEN

(est. 2022 

construction)

PHASE 2 ð

GREEN TO 

FRANKLIN

(est. 2023 

construction)

PHASE 3 ð

FRANKLIN TO 

VALLEY

(est. 2024 

construction)
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Note, availability of funds and other factors may affect the estimated construction year.

NJDOT TRAFFIC 

SIGNAL 

REPLACEMENT 

PROJECT 

(est. 2022 

construction)



Historic Districts
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éthe Historic Preservation Committee should 

focus on the historic aspects of the project 

and the impacts to the local historic district .

- From the 2021 Princeton BCC Handbook

Two Districts in the Corridor:

u Central Historic District

u Jackson-Witherspoon 

Historic District



Witherspoon Street Typical Cross-Section 

u Parking on west side (except between Franklin and Henry)

u 30õ wide pavement (33õ north of Birch Avenue) with concrete curb 

u 4õ ð6õ wide sidewalks on both sides with landscape / tree area between curb 
and sidewalk

u Limited storm drainage
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May 2021 Meeting Feedback
u Comprehensive landscape plan for the corridor

u Comprehensive lighting plan for the corridor

u Promenade feeling

u In the WJ neighborhood, it is primarily a residential street with some 
businesses

u Every corner is historic in WJ neighborhood

u Consider building access relative to road and sidewalk grade / scale is 
important

u Bike improvements needed / sharrows donõt work

u Provide curb extensions / make peds seen by cars

u Alternating parking on east and west sides could slow traffic

u Parking is important

u Off-street parking is available in Avalon garage

u Provide historic signage including Revolutionary history

u Improve storm drainage
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Paramount Design Consideration

u On-street parking or bike lanes?
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Sidewalk and Pedestrian Considerations

u Review crosswalk needs

u Install curb extensions if bicycle lanes are not incorporated in the 

design

u Raise the road near the bodega to minimize drop off from sidewalk to 

curb

u Sidewalk material to be concrete pavers ð4óx8ó in Midnight Sky color 

ðin a running bond pattern parallel to the proposed concrete curb

u Sidewalk lighting 

u Tree planting / removals / pruning as determined by Arborist

10



Green Street Intersection Improvements

u New bus shelter proposed on east side

u New crosswalk proposed at north side of intersection at the Paul 
Robeson House 

u Remove 2 parking spaces north of intersection, unless a curb 
extension is used
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