PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
NOTICE OF REORGANIZATION MEETING
CORNER HOUSE BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that the annual reorganization meeting of the Corner
House Board will be held on Wednesday, January 13, 2021 at 6:00 PM via
videoconference using the following:
https://zoom.us/j/98785905299
Meeting ID: 987 8590 5299
Telephone: (929) 205-6099
If logging in to Zoom via computer or mobile device for the first time, please allow a
few extra minutes to install the program (if using a computer) or app (if using a mobile
device). Once you log in, you will be asked to enter your name and an email address.

The agenda to the extent known has been posted and formal action will be taken.
Gary DeBlasio
Executive Director, Corner House

One Monument Drive | Princeton, NJ 08540 | 609-924-8018 | Fax: 609-688-2045
www.cornerhousenj.org

CORNER HOUSE BOARD
Reorganization Meeting Agenda
January 13, 2021
6:00 PM
By videoconference
Notice of the Board’s regular meetings as required by Sections 4a, 3d, 13 and 14 of the Open Public Meetings Act has been
provided to the public. On December 22, 2020 public notice of the meeting date was posted on the municipal website. On
January 12, 2021 public notice with a videoconference link and a draft agenda were posted on the municipal website. All notices
were also published by Planet Princeton.

Welcome – Gary De Blasio

I.
-

-

Introductions
Reorganization
o Nominations for chair – Wendy Jolley’s name is expected to be placed in
nomination.
o Chair assumes the role.
Approval of November 18 meeting minutes

II.

Director’s Report – Gary De Blasio

III.

Student Representatives – Gianna Gasparro (PDS), Renee Nearing (PHS), Jason Yang

IV.

Municipal Liaison – Dwaine Williamson

V.

Corner House Foundation and Development – Tracy Kindelsperger

VI.

Old Business

VII.

New Business
-

VIII.

Princeton Alcohol & Drug Alliance (PADA) membership and funding
Adjournment

Remaining meetings for 2021:
• March 10
• May 12
• No meeting in July
• September 8
• November 10

CORNER HOUSE BOARD
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES
January 13, 2021
by videoconference
Members in attendance: Danita Ishibashi, Wendy Jolley, Cecilia Mathews, Joann Parker (1st alternate),
Wendy Perello (2nd alternate), Henrry Polanco, Dwaine Williamson.
Excused: Darrell Francis
Student Representatives: none
Staff in attendance: Gary De Blasio, Tracy Kindelsperger, Jean Woodman.
I.

Gary De Blasio opened the meeting at 6:03 PM. Gary read the following notice into the record.

Notice of the Board’s regular meetings as required by Sections 4a, 3d, 13 and 14 of the Open Public Meetings Act
has been provided to the public. On December 22, 2020 public notice of the meeting date was posted on the
municipal website. On January 12, 2021 public notice with a videoconference link and a draft agenda were posted on
the municipal website. All notices were also published by Planet Princeton.

a. Reorganization: Wendy Jolley nominated for Board Chair. Motion Dwaine Williamson,
second Cecilia Mathews, approved.
b. Wendy assumed the chair and welcomed Wendy Perello. Ms. Jolley also thanked the
Board for its kind outreach following the death of her husband.
c. The November 18 minutes were corrected in Item VII to remove the word “other” so
the sentence reads, “Regular meetings will be held at 6:00 PM on the 2nd Wednesday of
every odd-numbered month, with no meeting in July.” The minutes were then approved
as corrected. Motion Dwaine Williamson, second Cecilia Mathews, approved.
d. The resignation of Minnie Craig as a Board member was noted with regret.
II.

Director’s Report – Gary DeBlasio – see attached report.
a. Dwaine Williamson and the Board spoke to Corner House’s good work throughout the
pandemic, noting the valuable services it has provided despite the challenges of social
distancing.
b. The Board expressed appreciation for the COVID safety video produced by Corner House
Prevention students. Wendy Perello noted how useful short videos like this are in a
clinical setting; she shares videos with clients.
c. The Board responded with dismay to reports that the Crawford House and Daytop
adolescent programs have both closed. Gary noted the number of referral sources –
such as courts and probation programs – that have slowed down.
d. The transfer from our endowment was approximately $58,800, well above the $51,000
average of recent years. We were able to make our last payment to the municipality in
December, which was helpful.

III.

Corner House Foundation and Development – Tracy Kindelsperger
a. The fundraising year has started fairly well. The Direct Mail fundraising campaign is our
largest fundraiser every year. Last year’s campaign raised $86,000; this year we have
received $81,000 so far. We are aware of a mail delivery backlog of up to 2 weeks, so we
are expecting more donations. We are pleased to see donors re-engaging after a few

years’ absence. Additionally, we have received donations in memory of Mike Jolley,
which are a tribute to his life of kindness.
IV.

Municipal Liaison Update – Dwaine Williamson
a. Letitia Fraga is the new Council president for 2021.
b. Council Member Williamson reviewed the number of affordable and market-rate
housing units scheduled to be built. The plan includes age-restricted units and units for
disabled persons. The plan includes 801 new units, of which 310 will be affordable units.
A few existing, older units will be demolished; the residents will be prioritized for new
units. Board members remarked that the new units will likely affect population density
and school population.

V.

Corner House Student Board Report (CHSB) – The students were not able to attend this
evening’s meeting, but their activities are noted in the Director’s Report.
a. The Board viewed the student-produced video on COVID-19 wellness.
https://www.facebook.com/CornerHouseNJ/videos/1305690269816998

VI.

Old Business
a. None.

VII.

New Business
a. Funding for the Princeton Alcohol & Drug Alliance (PADA) has declined due to the
pandemic. We are using our reduced funding to support our Outreach programs. The
PADA continues to meet in order to share resources and to be a presence in the
community. The PADA is in need of community members. Please contact Gary with
suggestions. The Mercer County Prevention Coalition is reviewing the new marijuana
laws. Board members requested a summary of what it means to be a member of PADA.

VIII.

Adjournment
a. The meeting adjourned at 7:11 PM. Motion Joanne Parker, second Danita Ishibashi,
approved.

Next regular meeting: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 6:00 PM.
Meeting Schedule for 2021:
• March 10
• May 12
• No meeting in July
• September 8
• November 10
Respectfully submitted,
Jean Woodman, Corner House Board Secretary
Minutes approved March 10, 2021

Corner House Board
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Director’s Report
January 2021
Administrative Updates: Corner House will remain with a limited on-site staff until further
notice, based on Health Department recommendations. Currently, we are still providing
on-site drug testing to high-risk clients two days per week for two hours each day. Most of
the Corner House Staff have received the first part of the Moderna vaccine, by February
10th the same group will have received the second dose.
Corner House Foundation and Development Office Updates:
DIRECT MAIL: $81,201.00
INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS - TOTAL RAISED $5,763.90
This number now includes gifts in honor/memory of individuals that were given
separate from the Direct Mail campaign.
GRANTS - TOTAL RAISED: $28,000
MacMillan Family Foundation-$10,000
Church & Dwight-$8,000
Tikun Olam Foundation-$10,000
FUNDRAISING TOTAL FOR 2020-2021: $114,964.90
Leadership Program Highlights:
On December 8, 2020 James Cole spoke to the students about his experience with depression and
anxiety and the resources he has utilized. The students had the opportunity to ask questions and
learn about the various healthy coping skills available to deal with these conditions. A mid-year
retreat is scheduled for January 19, 2021 with John Morello, “DIRT”, a longtime friend of
Corner House’s Leadership Institute who performs a powerful one man show on addiction. Other
featured topics this semester will include implicit bias, gender issues, and micro-aggressions.
Check-in time has continued to be critical to support all students as anxiety and depression
remain high.
Corner House Student Board completed two successful events: Parents Night and a Cooking
Demo session for local teens. The response from the parents was incredibly positive, as one
parent stated, “We are so grateful that you are continuing with the programs during these
unsettling times”. One group of students created a webinar about teens dealing with Covid,
which was released this week on Facebook and Instagram. Another group is creating social
media flyers/ announcements about various topics such as dealing with stress, Covid, and being
grateful. The Seniors for Seniors program has continued with all students participating in the
program connecting with their senior pals on a weekly basis. Former Student Board members
will provide insight on their first year of college during the Pandemic.

Project GAIA has continued to meet and develop their workshops for the local elementary and
middle schools. They are working hard creating trainings that will be engaging and fun, while
exploring important topics. (We are working closely with schools to provide workshops but due
to Covid many are reluctant to confirm a schedule.) The workshops in development include the
following subjects: For 2nd Graders - Friendship, Empathy, Acceptance, and Inclusion
For 5th Graders - Equity vs. Equality, Privilege, Stereotypes and Biases, and Diversity
For 8th Graders - Microaggressions, Privilege, Systematic Racism, Activism, and Current
Events
GAIA students have also engaged in discussions around equity and the injustices in our society,
this year has brought them much to dissect. At their last meeting, they discussed the insurrection
at the US Capital and how they felt about it. Like many people, the students have strong feelings
about the incident and were able to articulate why they felt scared and worried about the state of
our nation. As a group they have grappled with the conflicting emotions they are all feeling
during these difficult times.
The TAG Team students have finalized and practiced virtual workshops on vaping, drugs and
alcohol, peer pressure and healthy decision making. They have practiced telling personal stories
and anecdotes related to the workshop topics to be incorporated into small group activities. In
addition, they have discussed the NJ ballot measure legalizing marijuana and the impact that may
have on students and adolescents. They have also discussed school drug policies and how
different approaches to responding to substance use disorders can lead to different outcomes.
Prevention Program Highlights:
Academic Success Today (AST)
Mentees
• They are continuing to receive new recommendations for AST middle schoolers from
the school counselors and family liaison coordinator, including one more student who
requires a bilingual mentor. We are recruiting another bilingual mentor.
• Began mentorship group of bilingual students with bilingual mentor.
Mentors
• When Princeton University students return to campus we will begin an active mentor
recruitment campaign.
• We are planning a fun Zoom event for mentors and mentees in February. Possibly
have PU students share their college experiences in academics and sports. Also plan
to play games: Jamboard or Kahoot and other Zoom activities. Will consider buying
gift cards for winners of games.
Lawrenceville Program
• Starting Zoom meetings with AST 6th graders and Lawrenceville students. Program to be
held Thursdays for one hour in the afternoon for seven weeks.
STAR:
• The 8th grade group is meeting weekly on Thursdays and it is going well. The girls enjoy
the activities, and are taking advantage of the opportunity to share their thoughts and
feelings with others. They are working with PUM’s staff to start a 6th grade group.

Treatment Program Highlights:
All clinical services continue on a telehealth basis through Zoom. We continue on-site drug
screens for higher risk clients, with new precautions and plexiglass screens. We have begun onsite EAP services to municipal employees and a few clients, as determined by clinical team. The
clinical team are currently preparing Webinars covering a variety of topics including addiction,
trauma, anxiety and depression.
Currently we have no wait list for clinical services. We had 11 requests for service in December
2020; we have had one request in January. We currently have 7 Drug Court clients. Treatment
numbers remain low across the state in Outpatient centers.
We have begun limited groups at this time: Men’s Recovery Group, Women’s Trauma Support
Group, and a Relapse Prevention Group.
Fees
Please see attached report outlining all fees from all sources.
Outreach Program Highlights:
AYP:
Students are doing well with virtual learning and feeling like they have adjusted to this mode of
learning. A few of our students have been going to the YMCA for recreation, as a healthy outlet
for anxiety and stress. They have focused on time management and study skills the last few
weeks. Students are receiving online tutoring via Community House at Princeton University.
The students discussed goal setting and wrote down three goals they would like to accomplish in
this semester. They will create goal plans and create action steps for accomplishing them which
are specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and time-based.
WOWY and PYP:
Most students are doing well, and staff are spending more individual time with those students
who are struggling, in addition to the weekly groups. Participants were encouraged to discuss
their struggles with academic classes with their teachers and counselors, too. Students from both
groups attended a virtual tour and information session at Kean University and a college essay
writing course at Rowan University. Seniors have completed their college applications and are
awaiting responses. Due to the number of students interested in the medical field, we had a
physician speaking with the students about the profession. Moving forward we have a virtual
tour set up for Temple University.

