
 

 

2012-22 AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING AGENCIES, 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS AMENDING THE 

“CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PRINCETON, NEW 

JERSEY, 1968”. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Princeton and the Township of Princeton voted on 

November 8, 2011 to consolidate the two municipalities effective January 1, 2013; and 

 WHEREAS, the Official Recommendations of the Joint Consolidation Study 

Commission recommended pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:65-26(6) the continued use of boundary 

lines of the former municipalities to continue local ordinances that existed prior to consolidation; 

and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:43-66.64, during the first twenty days following the 

date of consolidation, the governing body of the new consolidated municipality may by 

resolution adopt ordinances that were in effect in the Borough of Princeton and the Township of 

Princeton; and 

 WHEREAS, there are certain agencies, boards, commissions and committees that need to 

be reorganized; and 

 WHEREAS, the agencies, boards, commissions and committees shall be appointed by the 

appropriate appointing authority; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Princeton and the Township of Princeton desire to enact 

reciprocal ordinances prior to consolidation to create certain new agencies, boards, commissions 

and committees; and 

 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the existing Borough and Township ordinances and this 

reciprocal ordinance will be re-adopted by resolution by the consolidated municipality pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 40:43-66.64. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Princeton as follows: 

 Section 1. Chapter 2 (Administration) of the “Code of the Township of Princeton, 

New Jersey, 1968” is amended to read as follows: 

Article XXII. Agencies, Boards, Commissions and Committees 

Sec. 2-93. Municipal Court of Princeton  

 

 There is hereby established a municipal court and the name of the municipal court shall 

be the “Municipal Court of Princeton.” 

Sec. 2-94. Housing Authority  

 (a) There is hereby established a housing authority consisting of seven members.  Five 

members shall be appointed by the governing body, one by the mayor, and one by the 

Commissioner of Community Affairs.  The members shall serve for terms of five years and until 

their respective successors have been appointed and qualified; except that of the five members 

first appointed by the governing body one shall be appointed for a term of one year, one for a 

term of two years, one for a term of three years, one for a term of four years and one for a term 

of five years.  Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointments were 

made, but for the unexpired term.  

 (b)  No more than one member of the housing authority may be an officer or employee of 

the appointing municipality.  A certificate of the appointment or reappointment of any member 

shall be filed with the clerk of the municipality and that certificate shall be conclusive evidence 

of the due and proper appointment of that member.  A member of an authority shall receive no 

compensation for his services, but shall be entitled to reimbursement for actual expenses 

necessarily incurred in the discharge of the duties of membership, including travel expenses.  
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The powers of the authority shall be vested in the members thereof in office from time to time.  

Four members shall constitute a quorum of the authority for the purpose of conducting its 

business and exercising its powers and all other purposes.  Action may be taken by the authority 

upon the affirmative vote of the majority, but not less than four of the members present, unless in 

any case the bylaws of the authority shall require a larger number.  The authority shall select a 

chairperson and a vice-chairperson from among its members, and shall employ an executive 

director, who shall be its secretary. 

Sec. 2-95. Environmental Commission 

 (a)  There is hereby established an environmental commission consisting of seven 

members and two alternates.  One of the regular members shall be a member of the planning 

board and all members shall be residents of Princeton.  The members shall serve without 

compensation.  One of the members shall be designated by the mayor to serve as chairperson and 

presiding officer of the commission.  The terms of office of the first commissioners shall be for 

one, two or three years, to be designated by the mayor so that the terms of approximately 1/3 of 

the members will expire each year, and their successors shall be appointed for terms of three 

years and until the appointment and qualification of their successors.  The mayor or council may 

remove any member of the commission for cause, on written charges served upon the member 

and after a hearing.  A vacancy on the commission occurring otherwise than by expiration of a 

term shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as an original appointment.   

 (b)  The alternate members shall be designated at the time of appointment as “Alternate 

No. 1” and “Alternate No. 2.”  The terms of the alternate members shall be for two years, except 

that the terms of the alternate members first appointed shall be two years for Alternate No. 1 and 

one year for Alternate No. 2 so that the term of not more than one alternate member shall expire 
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in any one year.  A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled by the 

appointing authority for the unexpired term only. 

 (c)  An alternate member shall not be permitted to act on any matter in which the member 

has directly or indirectly any personal or financial interest.  An alternate member may, after 

public hearing if requested, be removed for cause. 

 (d)  An alternate member may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not 

vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member.  A vote shall not be delayed 

in order that a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member.  In the event that a 

choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote first. 

Sec. 2-96.  Human Services Commission  
  
 (a)  There is hereby established a Human Services Commission consisting of nine 

members and one non-voting liaison from the governing body.  On the initial appointment to the 

commission, three members shall be appointed for a one-year term; three members shall be 

appointed for a two-year term; and three members shall be appointed for a three-year term.  All 

reappointments shall be for a term of three years. 

 (b)  Five members shall serve as a subcommittee of the commission and serve as the local 

assistance board. 

Sec. 2-97. Princeton Public Library  

 There is hereby established a board of trustees of the Princeton Public Library consisting 

of nine members, one of whom shall be the mayor and one of whom shall be the superintendent 

of schools.  At least four of the regular members shall be residents of Princeton.  Of the seven 

regular appointments, one shall be appointed for one year, one for two years, one for three years, 

one for four years and three for five years.  The mayor and the superintendent of schools may, 
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respectively, appoint an alternate to act in their stead with authority to attend all meetings of the 

board and, in their absence, to vote on all questions before the board. 

Sec. 2-98. Board of Health  

 (a)   There is hereby established a Board of Health consisting of seven members, who 

shall be appointed by the mayor and council.  On the initial appointment to the board, two 

members shall be appointed for one year, two members shall be appointed for two years, and 

three members shall be appointed for three years.  All reappointments shall be for a term of three 

years.  The mayor and council also will appoint two alternates who shall hold office for a term of 

two years, except that the terms of the alternate members first appointed shall be two years for 

Alternate No. 1 and one year for Alternate No. 2.  A vacancy occurring otherwise than by the 

expiration of term shall be filled by the appointing authority for the unexpired term only.  The 

alternates will be designated as “Alternate 1” and “Alternate 2”, respectively, at the time of 

appointment. 

 (b) An alternate member shall not be permitted to act on any matter in which he has 

either directly or indirectly any personal or financial interest.  An alternate member may, after 

public hearing if requested, be removed by the governing body for cause. 

 (c) An alternate member may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may 

not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member.  A vote shall not be 

delayed in order that a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member.  In the event 

that a choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote 

first. 
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Sec. 2-99. Planning Board  

A. There is hereby established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq. in Princeton a 

Planning Board of nine members consisting of the following four classes: 

(1) Class I: The Mayor, or the Mayor's designee in the absence of the Mayor. 

(2) Class II: one of the officials of the municipality other than a member of 

the governing body to be appointed by the Mayor; provided that if there is 

a member of the Environmental Commission who is also a member of the 

Planning Board as required by N.J.S.A. 40:56A-1 he shall be deemed to be 

the Class II Planning Board member if there is both a member of the 

Zoning Board of Adjustment and a member of the Board of Education 

among the Class IV members. 

  (3) Class III: a member of the governing body to be appointed by it. 

(4) Class IV: six other citizens of the municipality to be appointed by the 

Mayor. The members of Class IV shall hold no other municipal office, 

except that one member may be a member of the Board of Adjustment or 

the Historic Preservation Commission and one member may be a member 

of the Board of Education. A member of the Environmental Commission 

who is also a member of the Planning Board as required by N.J.S.A. 

40:56A-1 shall be a Class IV Planning Board member unless there be 

among the Class IV or alternate members of the Planning Board both a 

member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment or the Historic Preservation 

Commission and a member of the Board of Education, in which case the 
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member of the Environmental Commission shall be deemed to be the 

Class II member of the Planning Board. 

B. Alternates:  In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-23.1, there are hereby created 

two alternate memberships to the Princeton Planning Board. Alternate members shall be 

appointed by the appointing authority for Class IV members and shall meet the qualifications for 

Class IV members of the nine-member Planning Board. Alternate members shall be designated at 

the time of appointment by the Mayor as "Alternate No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2." The terms of 

the alternate members shall be for two years, except that the terms of the alternate members shall 

be such that the term of not more than one alternate member shall expire in any one year; 

provided, however, that in no instance shall the terms of the alternate members first appointed 

exceed two years. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled by the 

appointing authority for the unexpired term only. 

(1) No alternate member shall be permitted to act on any matter in which he 

has either directly or indirectly any personal or financial interest. An 

alternate member may, after public hearing if he requests one, be removed 

by the governing body for cause. 

(2) Alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings but 

may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member 

of any class. A vote shall not be delayed in order that a regular member 

may vote instead of an alternate member. In the event that a choice must 

be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall 

vote. 
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(3) All regular and alternate members except the Class II member shall be 

residents of Princeton. 

(4)  Except as otherwise permitted class IV members and alternate members 

shall hold no other municipal office.  For purposes of this section 

membership on a municipal board or commission whose function is 

advisory in nature, and the establishment of which is discretionary and not 

required by statute, shall not be considered the holding of municipal 

office. 

(a) When any hearing before the planning board shall carry over to 

two or more meetings, a member or alternate member of the board 

who was absent for one or more of the meetings, who is otherwise 

eligible to vote, shall be eligible to vote on the matter upon which 

the hearing was conducted, notwithstanding his or her absence 

from one or more of the meetings; provided, however, that such 

member has available a transcript or recording of the meeting from 

which he or she was absent and certifies, in writing, to the board 

that he or she has read such transcript or listened to such recording. 

(b) Members of the planning board shall serve without compensation, 

but may be reimbursed for expenses authorized in advance and 

incurred in the performance of their duties. 

(c) No member shall be permitted to act on any matter in which he or 

she has, directly or indirectly, any personal or financial interest. 
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(d) Except for members exempted by statute from this requirement, 

any person who serves as a member or alternate member of the 

planning board shall be required to complete an approved basic 

course in land-use law and planning within 18 months of his or her 

appointment. 

C. Terms. 

(1) The term of the member composing Class I shall correspond with the 

Mayor's official tenure or if the member is the Mayor's designee in the 

absence of the Mayor, the designee shall serve at the pleasure of the 

Mayor during the Mayor's official tenure. The terms of the members 

composing Class II and Class III shall be for one year or terminate at the 

completion of their respective terms of office, whichever occurs first. 

(2) The terms of all Class IV members first appointed pursuant to this chapter 

shall be so determined that to the greatest practicable extent, the expiration 

of such term shall be evenly distributed over the first four years after their 

appointment as determined by resolution of the Township Council; 

provided, however, that no term of any member shall exceed four years 

and further provided that nothing herein shall affect the term of any 

present member of the Planning Board, all of whom shall continue in 

office until the completion of the term for which they were appointed. 

Thereafter, all Class IV members shall be appointed for terms of four 

years except as otherwise herein provided. All terms shall run from 

January 1 of the year in which the appointment was made. 
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(3) The term of any alternate member shall be two years, and their terms shall 

be staggered.   

(4) Removal from office.  Any member including an alternate member of the 

planning board, other than the class I member may be removed by the 

council for cause, after a public hearing, if he or she requests one.  

(5) Vacancies.  If a vacancy in any class of the planning board shall occur 

other than by expiration of the term, it shall be filled by appointment, as 

provided herein, for the unexpired term.  

D. Organization of the Board 

(1) The planning board shall elect a chairman and vice chairman from the 

members of Class IV, select a secretary who may or may not be a member 

or alternate member of the planning board or a municipal employee, and 

create and fill such other offices as established by ordinance. An alternate 

member shall not serve as chairman or vice chairman of the planning 

board. 

(2) The planning board may annually appoint, fix the compensation of or 

agree upon the rate of compensation of the planning board attorney, who 

shall be an attorney other than the township attorney.  

E. Members of board of adjustment serving as temporary members of the planning 

board. 

(1) If the planning board lacks a quorum because any of its regular or 

alternate members is prohibited by subsection b. of section 14 of 

P.L.1975, c.291 (C.40:55D-23) or section 13 of P.L.1979, c.216 
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(C.40:55D-23.1) from acting on a matter due to the member's personal or 

financial interests therein, regular members of the board of adjustment 

shall be called upon to serve, for that matter only, as temporary members 

of the planning board in order of seniority of continuous service to the 

board of adjustment until there are the minimum number of members 

necessary to constitute a quorum to act upon the matter without any 

personal or financial interest therein, whether direct or indirect. If a choice 

has to be made between regular members of equal seniority, the chairman 

of the board of adjustment shall make the choice. 

Sec. 2-100. Site Plan Review Advisory Board  

 An advisory committee to be known as the site plan review advisory board (SPRAB) is 

hereby created for purpose of reviewing site plans and making recommendation in regard 

thereto.  It shall consist of eight regular members and two alternate members.  Seven of the 

regular members and the two alternate members shall be appointed by the mayor.  One of the 

regular members shall be appointed by the environmental commission from among its members 

each to serve for a term of one year.  The term of office of the other regular members of the site 

plan review advisory board shall be four years, and the term of office of the alternate members 

shall be two years.  The terms of office shall be computed from the first day of January of the 

year of each appointment.  Of the first regular members appointed by the mayor, one shall be for 

a term of one year, two for a term of two years, one for a term of three years, and two for a term 

of four years.  Of the first appointments of alternate members, one shall be for a term of one year 

and one for a term of two years.  At the time of their appointments, alternate members shall be 

designated as "Alternate No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2."  Vacancies in regular or alternate 
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membership shall be filled in the same manner as appointments are made, and those occurring 

other than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term only.  Members shall serve 

after the expiration of their terms until their successors shall be appointed and qualified.  Insofar 

as practicable, appointees shall be architects, landscape architects, planners, engineers or other 

persons qualified in site planning or sustainable design or environmental design or protection.  

Alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not vote except in 

the absence or disqualification of a regular member.  A vote shall not be delayed in order that a 

regular member may vote instead of an alternate member.  In the event that a choice must be 

made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote.  

Sec. 2-101. Construction Board of Appeals 

 There is hereby established a Construction Board of Appeals consisting of five members.  

Each member of the board shall be qualified by experience or training to perform the duties of 

members of the construction board of appeals.  In addition to the five regular members, the 

construction board of appeals shall include two special members, one of whom shall be a 

licensed professional engineer with municipal construction experience, and one of whom shall be 

a builder.  The special members shall serve as additional members of the board in any case 

involving an appeal of municipal fees pursuant to P.L.1995, c.54 (C. 40:55D-53.2 et al.).  Board 

members shall be appointed for a term of four years.  For the members first appointed, the 

appointees’ terms shall be designated so that one shall be appointed for a term of one year, one 

for a term of two years, one for a term of three years, and two for a term of four years.  

Vacancies on the board shall be filled for the unexpired term.  Members may be removed for 

cause.  A person may serve on more than one construction board of appeals. 
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Sec. 2-102. Historic Preservation Commission  

 Historic Preservation Commission Established.  An agency to be known as the historic 

preservation commission is hereby established. The commission shall consist of seven regular 

members and two alternate members who shall be appointed by the mayor with the advice and 

consent of the governing body.  

  (1)  At least one member of the Historic Preservation Commission shall belong 

to each of the following classes: 

Class A - A person who is knowledgeable in building design and 

construction or architectural history and who may reside outside the 

municipality; and 

Class B – A least one person who is knowledgeable or with a 

demonstrated interest in local history and who may reside outside the 

municipality. 

Class C - Those regular members who are not designated as Class A or B.  

Class C members shall be the citizens of the municipality who shall hold 

no other office, position or employment in the municipality except for 

membership on the planning board or board of adjustment. If possible, 

Class C members shall be knowledgeable in local history, history of 

landscape design, archaeology, architectural history, or building design. At 

least one of the regular members shall, if possible, be an owner of a 

residence within a historic preservation district.  At least one of the Class 

A or B members shall, if possible, be a member of the site plan review 
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advisory board. Alternate members shall meet the qualifications of Class 

C members. 

  (2) Alternate members shall meet the qualifications of Class C members. The 

mayor with the advice of the governing body shall appoint all members of 

the Historic Preservation Commission and shall designate at the time of 

appointment the regular members by class and the alternate members as 

"Alternate No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2". Of the regular members first 

appointed, one shall have a term of one year, one shall have a term of two 

years, one shall have a term of three years, and four shall have a term of 

four years; and, in the case of alternate members, Alternate No. 2 shall 

have a term of one year and Alternate No. 1 shall have a term of two 

years. Thereafter, the term of a regular member shall be four years, and the 

term of an alternate member shall be two years. A vacancy occurring 

otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term 

only in the same manner as the initial appointment subject to the 

continuing requirements concerning the appointment of members. 

Notwithstanding any other provision herein, the term of any member 

common to the historic preservation commission and the planning board 

shall be for the terms of membership on the planning board; and the term 

of any member common to the historic preservation commission and the 

board of adjustment shall be for the term of membership on the board of 

adjustment. 
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(3) The historic preservation commission shall elect a chair and vice chair 

from its members and select a municipal employee for a secretary who 

would work for the Commission.   

(4) Alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings, but 

may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular 

member. A vote shall not be delayed in order that a regular member may 

vote instead of an alternate member. In the event that a choice must be 

made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote.  

(5) No member shall be permitted to act on any matter in which he has, either 

directly or indirectly, any personal or financial interest.  

(6) A member may, after public hearing if he or she requests it, be removed 

by the governing body for cause including but not limited to failure to 

attend regular Commission meetings.  

(7) Members shall serve without compensation but may, within budgetary 

limitations, be reimbursed for authorized expenses incurred.  

(8) The governing body shall appoint annually one of its members as liaison 

to the commission.  Said liaison shall not be considered a member of the 

commission and shall not vote on commission matters. 

Sec. 2-103. Zoning Board of Adjustment  

A. Zoning board of adjustment established; composition; terms, vacancies; 

disqualification of members; alternate members.  The zoning board of adjustment is hereby 

established pursuant to the Municipal Land Use Law as the board of adjustment for the 

municipality.  
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(1) The board shall consist of seven regular members and two alternate 

members. 

(2) Regular members shall be appointed by the governing body for terms of 

four years each, computed from January 1 of the year of their 

appointment; except that full terms of regular members filled for the first 

time under this chapter shall be so fixed (for four or less years) and so 

arranged that, to the greatest practicable extent, the expiration of all terms 

of regular members will be distributed evenly over the first four years after 

the initial appointment under this chapter.  

(3) Alternate members shall also be appointed by the governing body, and 

their terms shall be two years each, computed from January 1 of the year 

of their appointment, except that of the appointments to alternate 

membership first made under this chapter, one shall be for a term of one 

year.  

(4) A vacancy occurring in either type of membership otherwise than by 

expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term only.  

(5) No regular or alternate member may hold any elective office or position 

under the municipality nor shall any member be permitted to act on any 

matter in which he has, directly or indirectly, any personal or financial 

interest. 

(6) Alternate members shall be designated by the governing body at the time 

of their appointment as "Alternate No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2." 
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(7) Alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings but 

may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular 

member. A vote shall not be delayed in order that a regular member may 

vote instead of an alternate member. In the event that a choice must be 

made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote. 

B. Officers.  The board of adjustment shall elect a chair and a vice-chair from 

among its members and shall also select a secretary, who may but need not be a member of the 

board.  

 Sec. 2-104. Corner House Board  

 There is hereby established a Corner House board consisting of nine members as follows: 

(a) Seven residents of Princeton; 

(b) One member of the Corner House Foundation, ex officio; 

(c) One member from the governing body. 

 The Foundation shall annually designate its member of the board.  On the initial 

appointment to the board, two residents shall be appointed for a one year term, two residents for 

a two year term and three residents for a three year term.  All members of the board shall serve 

until their respective successors are appointed and have qualified.  All reappointments shall be 

for the term of three years.  Members of the board shall annually select one of its members to 

serve as the chairperson of the board.  The board shall meet regularly to discharge its duties.  The 

Corner House Foundation member shall serve in an ex officio capacity and shall have no voting 

rights on the board. 
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Sec. 2-105. Cable Television Committee 

 (a)  There is hereby established a Cable Television Committee consisting of nine 

residents of the municipality (“citizen representatives”) and one representative from the 

governing body to serve as liaison between the committee and the governing body.  The liaison 

shall be a full member of the committee. 

 (b)  Of the nine citizen representatives, three shall initially be appointed for one year, 

three shall be appointed for two years and three shall be appointed for three years.  Thereafter, 

each appointment shall be for a term of three years. 

 (c)  The liaison representative shall be appointed annually by the governing body and 

serve a one year term. 

Sec. 2-106. Recreation Board  

 There is hereby established a Recreation Board consisting of nine members and one non-

voting liaison appointed from the governing body.  Of the nine regular members, initially three 

shall be appointed for one year, three shall be appointed for two years, and three shall be 

appointed for three years.  Thereafter, each appointment shall be for a term of three years.  The 

liaison representative shall be appointed annually by the governing body and serve a one year 

term. 

Sec. 2-107. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

 There is hereby established a Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee consisting of 

six regular members and one member from the Traffic and Transportation Committee.   There 

shall also be one non-voting liaison from the school district and one non-voting liaison from the 

engineering department.  The regular members shall be appointed to three year terms except that 

the initial appointment shall be staggered so that no more than two terms expire each year. 
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Sec. 2-108. Sewer Operating Committee 

 There is hereby established a Sewer Operating Committee consisting of three regular 

members, at least one of which with civil engineering or municipal waste experience, and one 

voting liaison member from the governing body.  Of the three regular members, initially one 

shall be appointed for one year, one for two years and one for three years.  Thereafter, each 

appointment shall be for a term of three years.  The liaison representative shall be appointed 

annually by the governing body and serve a one year term. 

Sec. 2-109. Affordable Housing Board 

 (a) Formation; composition; terms, vacancies; compensation. 

 (1) There is hereby established an Affordable Housing Board consisting of 

seven regular and up to two alternate members. At least one regular member shall be a member 

of the governing body and may be the mayor. 

 (2) The term of the member of the governing body shall correspond to his 

or her official tenure. The terms of the remaining regular and alternate members shall be three 

years, computed from the first day of January of the year of appointment, provided that the terms 

of such members are staggered so that no more than two terms expire each year. If a vacancy 

occurs among such members, it shall be filled for the unexpired term only. Members shall serve 

after the expiration of their terms until their successors have been appointed and qualified. 

 Alternate members shall be designated at the time of appointment as "alternate 

number 1" and "alternate number 2". Alternate members may participate in discussions of the 

proceedings involving the board but may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a 

regular member. Alternates shall be counted for purposes of establishing a quorum for the board. 
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In the event that a choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, alternate 

number 1 shall vote. 

 (3) All members shall serve without salary, but may be paid expenses 

incurred in the performance of duties. 

 (b) Officers. The board shall elect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson from 

among its members. Their terms of office shall be one year, and they shall be eligible for re-

election. The board shall also elect a secretary, who may but need not be a member of the board, 

and it may create and fill such other offices as it shall determine. 

Sec. 2-110. Shade Tree Commission  

(a) There is hereby established a Shade Tree Commission consisting of seven 

members and two alternates, designated as “Alternate No. 1” and “Alternate No. 2.”  There shall 

also be one non-voting liaison appointed from the governing body.  All members and alternates 

shall be Princeton residents.  The term of office of the members shall be five years.  The terms 

for members of the initial commission shall begin on the date of their appointment and shall be 

as follows:  one member shall be appointed for one year, one member shall be appointed for two 

years, one member shall be appointed for three years, two members shall be appointed for four 

years, and two members shall be appointed for five years.  All subsequent appointments, except 

to fill vacancies, shall be for the full term of five years, to take effect on January 1. 

(b) Alternate No. 1 and Alternate No. 2 shall serve during the absence or 

disqualification of any regular member or members.  The term of each alternate member shall be 

five years commencing on January 1 of the year of appointment; provided, however, that in the 

event two alternate members are appointed, the initial term of Alternate No. 2 shall be four years 

and the initial term of Alternate No. 1 shall be five years.  The terms of the initial alternate 
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members appointed shall commence on the day of their appointment and shall expire on the 

fourth or fifth December 31 next ensuing after the date of their appointments, as the case may be.  

An alternate member may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not vote except 

in the absence or disqualification of a regular member.  A vote shall not be delayed in order that 

a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member. 

Sec. 2-111. Citizens’ Finance Advisory Committee 

 (a) There is hereby established a Citizens’ Finance Advisory Committee consisting of 

five members and a minimum of one non-voting liaison from the governing body.  Appropriate 

municipal staff as designated by the administrator shall be assigned to attend meetings of the 

committee. 

 (b) The members should have, but are not required to have, experience in one of the 

following disciplines:  accounting, business administration, finance, corporate financial planning, 

marketing research, marketing, economics or computer science.   

 (c)   One member shall be appointed for one year, one member for two years, and three 

members for three years.  Thereafter, each appointment shall be for a term of three years. 

 (d)  The members shall serve without compensation. 

Sec. 2-112. Flood and Storm Water Commission 

 There is hereby established a Flood and Storm Water Commission consisting of seven 

members, including one member of the Environmental Commission and one member from the 

governing body.  There shall also be a non-voting liaison from the Engineering Department.  The 

regular members shall be appointed to three year terms except that the initial appointments shall 

be staggered so that no more than three regular member terms expire each year.   
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Sec. 2-113. General Board for Making Assessments for Local Improvements  

 (a)  There is hereby established a General Board for Making Assessments for Local 

Improvements consisting of five members, one of whom shall be the tax assessor.  The members, 

other than the tax assessor, shall be freeholders of the municipality who shall be appointed for 

terms of two years each commencing January 1.  The terms of two members shall expire on 

December 31 of each year.  The term of the tax assessor shall correspond to his official tenure as 

such officer.  All members of the general board shall serve after the expiration of their terms and 

until their successors are appointed or elected and shall qualify. 

 (b)  Any vacancies in the membership of the board established by this article shall be 

filled for the unexpired term only. 

 (c)  The members of the general board created by this article shall receive such 

compensation for their services as the governing body may fix and determine. 

 (d)  The general board created by this article shall make all assessments for benefits 

accruing from local improvements in the municipality in the manner provided by law. 

Sec. 2-114. Public Safety Committee 

 There is hereby established a Public Safety Committee consisting of four members, 

including the mayor and administrator, both ex officio, and two members of the governing body.  

The terms of the appointed members shall expire on the first day of January next following their 

appointments, but they shall serve after the expiration of their terms until their successors shall 

have been appointed and qualified.  Any vacancy in any of the appointive offices shall be filled 

in like manner, but for the unexpired term only.  One of the appointed members shall be 

designated as the police commissioner, and in that capacity such member shall be the 
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chairperson of the public safety committee.  The public safety committee shall have the powers 

and duties prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2-115. Traffic and Transportation Committee 

 There is hereby established a Traffic and Transportation Committee consisting of seven 

regular members who are residents holding no other municipal office or employment.  One of the 

members shall be a member of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee.  Of the regular 

members first appointed, one shall have a term of one year, two shall have a term of two years 

and four shall have a term of three years; thereafter, the term of a regular member shall be three 

years.  A majority of the committee shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business.  All 

members of the committee shall serve after the expiration of their terms, until their successors 

shall be appointed and qualified.  Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be 

filled for the unexpired term only.  Members shall be removed for cause upon written charges 

after hearing.  Members shall serve without compensation, but shall be entitled to reimbursement 

within budgetary limitations for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by them in the 

performance of their duties. 

Sec. 2-116. Animal Control Advisory Committee 

 There is hereby established an Animal Control Advisory Committee consisting of two 

residents (“citizen members”), at least one of whom has expertise in animal biology or control; 

the Animal Control Officer; the Administrator or his or her designee; and a non-voting liaison 

from the governing body.  The citizen members shall be appointed for three year terms except 

that the initial appointments shall be for a two year term and a three year term. 
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Sec. 2-117. Rental Housing Board 

 (a)  The Rental Housing Board shall consist of seven regular members who shall be 

residents of the municipality holding no other municipal office or employment.  Of the regular 

members first appointed, one shall have a term of one year, two shall have a term of two years 

and four shall have a term of three years. Thereafter, the term of a regular member shall be three 

years. Two regular members shall be tenants, two regular members shall be landlords who own 

dwelling units in the municipality and three regular members shall be neither a tenant nor 

landlord. A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business provided 

at least one landlord member and one tenant member are present. 

 (b)  All members shall serve after the expiration of their terms until their successors shall 

be appointed and qualified. Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled 

for the unexpired term only. Members may be removed for cause upon written charges and after 

hearing. Members shall serve without compensation but shall be entitled to reimbursement, 

within budgetary limitations, for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by them in the 

performance of their duties. 

 Section 2. If another ordinance shall conflict with this ordinance, this ordinance shall 

control, supersede, and preempt any other conflicting ordinance. 

 Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2013 after its passage and 

publication in accordance with law. 

I, Kathleen K. Brzezynski, Deputy Clerk of the Township of Princeton, County of 

Mercer, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of an ordinance 

adopted by Township Committee at its meeting held December 27, 2012 

 
Kathleen K. Brzezynski 

Deputy Clerk 


