Sample Letter

[Use this outline to make similar points. You can also draw points that particularly reflect your specific concerns from the Talking Points.  COMMENTS TO ARRIVE BY February 16, 2007.









Re: NJAC 16:32

Commissioner Kris Kolluri

c/o Miriam Crum, Administrative Practice Officer

New Jersey Department of Transportation

Bureau of Administrative Practice and Public Law Implementation

P.O Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Kolluri,

The State’s new rules governing truck access have as their laudable intent limiting large trucks to the National Network except when taking the shortest distance to and from a point of delivery.  However, I am writing to ask that you eliminate or substantially revise Section 1.6, which, as written, effectively allows large trucks that have made a delivery to use any and all roads (those on the New Jersey Access Network as well as “local unrestricted roadways as necessary”) to reach the next delivery point.  At the moment, this section is a loophole that allows these trucks to go where they want.  (Trucks making deliveries in Hillsborough, for example, can continue directly through Princeton on their way to a delivery in North Carolina.) For the sake of the state and all its communities, this revision should be an urgent priority. 

I am also writing to ask that you exclude Routes 206 and 27 from the New Jersey Access Network for Trucks.  Excluding the entire length of these roads will, at least, help protect Princeton from the destructive impact of having massive trucks on our main roads.  If these roads remain on the New Jersey Access Network, public safety, quality of life, and the local economy will be jeopardized.   

Safety is a big concern.  Routes 206 and 27 travel through residential areas in Princeton.  People not only turn on and off from unmarked driveways and unsignalized intersections, but they also walk, cycle, and stand near these roads.  Pedestrians crossing these streets feel as though they are taking their lives in their hands.  

Allowing enormous trucks on our main roads damages property values in Princeton— large trucks on the road adversely affect the health of Princeton residents by worsening air and noise pollution.  

Historic monuments and important historic districts are damaged by the pollution and the road vibrations caused by these large trucks.  Tourism, which brings billions of dollars into the Princeton economy, depends upon access to these properties being safe and pleasant for visitors.

Alternate routes between interstates to the north and south of Princeton (I-287 and I-295/95) already exist:  Route 1 and the New Jersey Turnpike.  These roads have been built to carry large vehicles safely.

The State’s previous ban on large through trucks recognized that our roads should not take through double-trailer truck combinations and 102-inch wide trucks.  The State should extend these prohibitions to keep trucks from completing onward journeys from far away delivery points.

These proposed rules fly in the face of important principles in the federal TEA-21 legislation:  preserving environmental, scenic, community, and historic values, providing for consideration of the context of the locality, and encouraging access for other modes of transportation—all of which would be threatened in Princeton if the rules do not exclude Routes 206 and 27 in Princeton from the New Jersey Access Network.  

Sincerely,

Then please send copies to Commissioner Kolluri, Governor Corzine and others!  Contact rte206@yahoo.com for a full list of names and addresses or consult the Talking Points.

