
Approved Minutes
Open Session

Of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Princeton
September 9, 2008
Regular Meeting

Closed Session 6:30 P.M.
Open Session 7:00 P.M.

Present: Council President Margaret Karcher, Councilman David Goldfarb,
Councilman Andrew Koontz, Councilman Roger Martindell,
Councilwoman Barbara Trelstad, Councilman Kevin Wilkes, and Mayor
Mildred Trotman

Absent: None

Staff Present: Borough Administrator Robert W. Bruschi, Borough Attorney Karen L.
Cayci, Borough Engineer Christopher M. Budzinski, Planning Board
Director Lee O. Solow, Borough Clerk Andrea Lea Quinty

Mayor Trotman called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. and read the open public meetings
statement as follows:

“This meeting is called to order pursuant to the provisions ofthe Open Public Meetings
Law. This meeting of September 9, 2008, was included in a list of meetings sent to and
advertised in the Princeton Packet and Trenton Times, posted on the bulletin board in the
Borough of Princeton municipal building and has remained continuously posted as the
required notices under the statute. In addition a copy of this notice is and has been
available to the public and is on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. Proper notice
having been given, the Borough Clerk is directed to include this statement in the minutes
of this meeting,”

Mayor Trotman read Agenda Item C, Resolution 2008-R215, as follows:

RESOLUTION 2008-R215
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF PRINCETON

INTO CLOSED SESSION ON SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public
forum from a meeting in certain circumstances; and
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Negotiations— Princeton Township
2. Potential Litigation— Improvement Assessment
3. Personnel— Professional Services Appointment Review
4. COAH

WHEREAS, minutes will be kept and once the matter involving confidentiality of the above no longer
requires that confidentiality, then minutes can be made public; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this meeting.
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Councilwoman Trelstad moved to approve, Council President Karcher seconded. Council
members Karcher, Goldfarb, Koontz, Martindell, Trelstad, and Wilkes voted in the affirmative.
Hearing no nay votes, Mayor Trotman proclaimed the resolution approved.

Borough Council recessed into closed session.

At 7:30 P.M. Council reconvened into open session.

Mayor Trotman asked all present to rise for Agenda Item D, Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Trotman read Agenda Item E, Summary— Closed Session Discussion— Robert W.
Bruschi, Borough Administrator

Mr. Bruschi reported that Council discussed (1) review of professional service reappointments
for 2009, (2) potential litigation over a sidewalk assessment, and (3) negotiation with Princeton
Township over Northridge sewer and library parking.

Mayor Trotman reported to Council the status of joint meetings with Township—one 2008
meeting is scheduled for November 10, with a follow-up session on January 26, 2009. Topics to
be covered are library parking, joint dispatch, and joint affordable housing.

Councilman Martindell, noting that zero joint meetings have occurred in 2008, reminded Council
that four meetings were agreed to at the time of assigning joint title to sewer lands.

Mayor Trotman read Agenda Item F, Public Presentation, and asked if anyone present wished
to address Council with an issue not on the agenda.

Dudley Sipprelle, Nassau Street, spoke of the Senior Center report during the September 2, 2008,
meeting. He requested demographic statistics as they relate to financing the center. He
wondered about users from outside areas; he resented that Borough taxpayers subsidize other
communities. Mr. Sipprelle also emphasized that the center is a senior service resource and his
taxes should support—primarily—seniors. He asked how percentage of users from the Borough
relates to percentage of tax contribution by Borough homeowners.

Councilman Goldfarb stated that tax dollars are not the center’s only source of funds.  

Hendricks Davis, John Street, requested a furture agenda item for calming traffic on John Street.
Mayor Trotman said that John Street traffic and speed humps have been considered previously;
the street was deemed too narrow for effective hump placement. Mayor Trotman asked
Christopher Budzinski, Borough Engineer, to revisit the issue.

Mr. Davis also addressed sidewalk conditions on Bayard. He observed that the sidewalk is not
safe for cyclists and some walkers with disabilities. Mr. Budzinski pointed out that New Jersey
is responsible for maintenance of Route 206; he will report the problem to the appropriate
functionary.



September 9, 2008

3

Seeing no one further from the public, Mayor Trotman closed the public portion.

Mayor Trotman read Agenda Item G, Report (1)— Princeton Environmental
Commission/The Stony Brook Millstone Watershed Associations Princeton Township and
Princeton Borough Municipal Assessment—Wendy Kaczerski, Princeton Environmental
Commission/ Jim Waltman, Stony Brook Millstone Watershed Association (WA)

Mr. Waltman described his organization’s structure and mission: Working through
environmental education, water science, conservation/restoration, and advocacy. After both
Princeton governing bodies endorsed cooperation with WA, a point committee was formed from
Borough Council, Township Committee, Planning Board, Environmental Commission, and staff.
Mr. Waltman commended staff’s historical and professional knowledge and experience.

Mr. Waltman said the point committee, while noting differing challenges between Borough and
Township, identified 10 areas for review and recommendation:

 Special resource area protection—consider certain regions within the Princetons (in
particular, set back from stream beds)

 Critical area protection—prepare and revise natural resource inventory for basic
environmental features

 Scenic view sheds (a priority in survey responses)—natural and historic views
 Ground water protection—replenish aquifer after development (Borough) and assure

that new development preserves wellhead
 Woodlands conservation— concentrate on trees affected by development
 Low impact development—encourage through incentives
 Sustainable community—treat/conserve water in anti-global warming effort
 Traffic and transportation—revisit “yellow bike” program
 Flood and storm water mitigation—address the legacy of urban area (Borough) storm

water flooding
 Public participation and communication—protect the environment through

community endeavor.

Mr. Waltman described “Water Sense” as a new certification program sponsored by U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency applying to appliances that exceed water conservation
standards by 25%.

Wendy Kaczerski, Princeton Environmental Commission, stated that her group passed a
resolution April 2, 2008, with no action from the Princetons to date. She requested creation of a
“path” to identify areas in the Master Plan that need improvements according to the municipal
assessment.

Councilman Goldfarb asked about brown debris seen in Carnegie Lake after a heavy rain. Mr.
Waltman noted three challenges to open water quality in the region:

1. Sediment (swept in from farm fields as well as parking lots)
2. Ecoli/fecal forms from swimming
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3. Nutrient loading phosphorus and nitrates.

Councilwoman Trelstad singled out Steve Hiltner for commendation for his public education
efforts.

Mayor Trotman read Agenda Item H, Discussion (1)— COAH and the Status of Princeton
Borough’s Affordable Housing Obligation — Shirley Bishop, PP, Borough Affordable
Housing Consultant

Ms. Bishop summarized Borough obligation based on third-round rule changes (detailed June 24,
2008) as:

 Rehabilitation Share—67 units by 2018 (prior round share—311 units)
 Growth Share—178 units (reasonable obligation as determined by staff)
 Higher Education Share—University reexamining exemption by use groups (uses not

clear in regulations).

Ms. Bishop recommended that Borough continue to plan for a COAH requirement of 178 units.
Ms. Bishop detailed the inconsistencies and scheduling problems found throughout COAH’s
requirements, the Roberts bill, appeals by the League of Municipalities to higher courts; also a
lack of guidance documents promised but not provided by COAH.

Councilman Goldfarb commented that Borough is not planning for 2,845 new jobs in 2008—
there is no parking for 2,845 new jobholders.

Ms. Bishop stated that COAH used“flawed”and“out of date”GIS mapping to determine
municipal vacant land; COAH admitted in their last comment document that they relied on
known outdated GIS mapping. Ms. Bishop observed that, coincidentally, Borough is planning
for an appropriate number of units.

Ms. Bishop stated that family rentals generate a rental bonus credit.

Councilman Martindell commented on the history of Borough relations with COAH—protracted,
confusing, litigious, prolonged, expensive—in fact, COAH interaction has discouraged
affordable development. If Borough elects to operate without COAH, Councilman Martindell
mentioned possible exclusionary zoning lawsuits that might result in undesirable (but unknown)
court rulings. He stated Council’s need to know the cost of operating without COAH
jurisdiction. Ms. Bishop observed that COAH has the power to seize affordable housing trust
funds that are not being spent under its regulations.

Councilman Martindell differentiated between acting under COAH and “doing the right thing” 
for affordable housing under the Constitution and statutes of New Jersey. Karen Cayci, Borough
Attorney, presented the case of West Windsor (issue of planning a specific site), which took
COAH to court and lost, a very expensive lawsuit after years of litigation.
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Ms. Cayci emphasized that Borough has already submitted the 2005 COAH plan; can build on
that plan; is not prohibited from pursuing additional initiatives; and is protected from developers.
The cost-effective strategy is to comply.

Councilman Goldfarb noted that submitting a plan to COAH—meeting the deadline—does not
pledge the entire commitment (to 2018) and leaves options open. Ms. Bishop agreed that
withdrawing or amending the plan during the interim is possible. Councilman Goldfarb
remarked that the present expense is merely preparation and submission of the plan.

Councilman Wilkes pointed out to Council that there are strategies to maximize numbers, such
as residential group homes for the developmentally disabled (with larger credit when low
income).

Mayor Trotman opened discussion to the public.

Mr. Davis asked about a planning process, not driven by developers and proactive separate from
COAH, for development of housing in the Borough to include low-income, moderate, and
market-rate housing for rent or purchase.

Mayor Trotman stated that Borough has historically pursued housing to demolish or refit and
then to rent or sell as affordable units.

Mr. Davis suggested Clay Street as a site for future development consideration.

Marvin Reed, 6 Cameron Court, encouraged Council to spend $1 million lying in trust for the
67-unit rehabilitation project. He commented that the initial 20% the Borough set aside was not
a requirement and became habit; Borough is ahead of COAH’s 23 units.

Anne Studholme, representing PMC (developing the hospital area), declined to specifyPMC’s
planned percentages for affordable, demolition, and other units. She assured Council that the
developer will move forward proactively.

Kristen Appelget, Princeton University, said University is working on volumes of data to
establish COAH contribution.

Mayor Trotman closed the public portion and returned to Council. Seeing no one, Mayor
Trotman stated introduction of a COAH ordinance will be October 14, 2008, with comment from
Planning Board and adoption to ensue (prior to COAH submission deadline December 31, 2008).

Mayor Trotman tabled Agenda Item I, New Business (4)— Resolution 2008-R219.

Mayor Trotman read Agenda Item I, New Business (1 and 2)— Resolutions 2008-R216 and
2008-R217 as follows:

RESOLUTION 2008-R216
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF PRINCETON
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APPROVING FIRE DEPARTMENT APPLICATION FOR
CHRISTOPHER E. PEYSER

WHEREAS, Christopher E. Peyser has met all requirements of Borough of Princeton Code of Laws, Chapter
14, Section 25(a) through 25(f) as a member of the PRINCETON ENGINE COMPANY NO. 1 and

WHEREAS, the membership application has been reviewed by the municipal officers; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Princeton hereby
approve the application for membership to the Office of the Borough Administrator, the Fire Chief and Fire
Company.

RESOLUTION 2008-R217
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF PRINCETON

APPROVING THE PLACEMENT OF BANNERS AS REQUESTED BY THE
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS

WHEREAS, The Princeton University Department of Athletics has planned their fall athletic season
schedule which includes their defending Ivy League champion football team; and

WHEREAS, The Princeton University Department of Athletics has requested permission to install a banner
over Washington Road in Princeton Borough, with the approval of the Office of Community and State
Affairs at Princeton University, beginning Monday, October 20th through Monday, October 27th, 2008 for
the promotion of the Princeton-Harvard home football game; and

WHEREAS, The Princeton University Department of Athletics has requested permission to install a banner
over Washington Road in Princeton Borough, with approval of the Office of Community and State Affairs at
Princeton University, beginning Monday, November 3rd through Monday, November 10th, 2008 for the
promotion of the Princeton-Penn home football game; and

WHEREAS, this banners will be promptly removed after use as required by Borough ordinances; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Borough Ordinance 3-17 any banner that is removed by the Borough will be
held by the Borough for thirty (30) days and then disposed of; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Borough Ordinance 3-17 any applicant failing to remove a banner will not
be permitted to display any banner for the succeeding two years; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby approve placement of said
banners on Washington Road in accordance with Borough Ordinances 3-14-3-17.

Councilman Koontz moved to approve Resolutions 2008-R216 and 2008-R217, Council
President Karcher seconded, and Borough Council approved unanimously.

Mayor Trotman read Agenda Item I, New Business (3)— Resolution 2008-R218 as follows:

RESOLUTION 2008-R218
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF PRINCETON

AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the Borough of Princeton is the owner of certain surplus property which is not longer needed
for public use; and

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council of the Borough of Princeton are desirous of selling said surplus property in
an “as is” condition without express or implied warranties.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Princeton as
follows:
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(1) The sale of surplus property shall be conducted through GovDeals pursuant to State Contract A-
70967/T2581 in accordance with the terms and condition of the State Contract. The terms and
condition of the agreement entered into with GovDeals is available online at govdeals.com and also
available on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk.

(2) The sale will be conducted online and the address of the auction site is www.govdeals.com.
(3) The sale is being conducted pursuant to Local Finance Notice 2008-9.
(4) A list of the surplus property to be sold is a follows:

1997 FORD CROWN VIC/ MILES 72455/VIN# 2FALP71W5WVX179297

2003 FORD CROWN VIC/ MILES 69731/VIN# 2FAFP71W33X178479

2004 FORD CROWN VIC/ MILES 49688/VIN# 2FAFP71WX4Y175287

2005 FORD CROWN VIC/ MILES 31814/ VIN# 2FAFP71W55X171195

TREK POLICE BICYCLE PIX #1 WTUC000236R (MISSING REAR WHEEL)

TREK POLICE BICYCLES PIX #2 LOT 3 TREK 830 GT24948 AND GU00039 AND GU5M9949 ID
#S 1064/1065/1066

TREK POLICE BICYCLE PIX #3 TREK WTU20179721 ID# 1067

TREK POLICE BICYCLE PIX #4 STR WWO253

Councilwoman Trelstad moved to approve Resolution 2008-R218, Councilman Koontz
seconded. Councilwoman Trelstad asked about replacement of a police car with low mileage.
Mr. Bruschi promised to return to Council with the reason. Borough Council voted to approve
unanimously.

Councilman Koontz moved to adjourn; Councilwoman Trelstad seconded. There being no
further business, Mayor Trotman adjourned the open session meeting at 9:47 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Lea Quinty
Borough Clerk


