PRINCETON COUNCIL MEETING
February 10, 2015

A meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on this date at 6:00 p.m. in the Main Meeting
Room in the municipal complex, 400 Witherspoon Street, Princeton, NJ 08540.

NOTICE OF MEETING

The Clerk read the following statement.

The following is an accurate statement concerning the providing of notice of this meeting and
said statement shall be entered in the minutes of this meeting. Notice of this meeting as required by
Sections 4a, 3d, 13 and 14 of the Open Public Meetings Act has been provided to the public in the form of
a written notice. On February 9, 2015 at 1:40 p.m., said schedule was posted on the official bulletin board

in the Municipal Building, transmitted to the Princeton Packet, the Trenton Times, the Trentonian, the
Town Topics, and filed with the Municipal Clerk.

ROLL CALL
The Municipal Clerk then called the roll.
Present: Mesdames Butler, Crumiller, Howard and Mr. Simon and Mayor Lempert.
Absent: Mr. Liverman and Mr. Miller.
Also Present: Mr. Dashield, Ms. Monzo, Mr. Kiser, and Ms. Cecil.

6:00 P.M. CLOSED SESSION: PERSONNEL: ADMINISTRATOR EVALUATION
15-29 Closed Session Resolution

RESOLUTION
TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION
(Open Public Meetings Act Sec.3)
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of Princeton:
1. This body will now convene into a closed session that will be limited only to consideration of

an item or items with respect to which the public may be excluded pursuant to section 7B of
the Open Public Meetings Act.

2. The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed in said session is as follows:
Personnel: Administrator Evaluation
3. Stated as precisely as presently possible, the following are the time when and the
circumstances under which the discussion conducted at said session can be disclosed to the
public:

Within 90 days or upon settlement of litigation, if applicable

The above referenced issue was discussed by the Princeton Council.

7:00 P.M. OPEN SESSION
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The audience participated in the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATION: Rider University 150Th Anniversary

Mayor Lempert read a proclamation congratulating Rider University on their 150" Anniversary.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Butler offered a motion to approve the minutes of November 10, 2014 as presented. Mr.
Simon seconded the motion which was carried unanimously by those present.

Ms. Butler offered a motion to approve the minutes of November 24, 2014 as presented. Mr.
Simon seconded the motion which was carried unanimously by -those present.

PRESENTATION : 2015 Spirit of Princeton Events

Ray Wacisworth reviewed with Council the 2015 list of events for the Spirit of Princeton. Mr.
Wadsworth thanked the staff for their help with past events and asked Council for a fee waiver for permits
for 2015 events. It was the consensus of Council to waive the permit fees.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Paul Driscoll, Harris Road discussed with Council questions he had construction codes for
residential and commercial zoning specifically with the Avalon Bay hospital site. Mayor Lempert said
that Avalon Bay is listed as commercial because the law allows it to be and reviewed by the DCA.

Mr. Driscoll said that the bottom line is that aren’t the resident who live in multi-family dwellings
entitled to the same prot‘ections of the health and safety as any other resident living in the Town of
Princeton?

Dale Meade, 48 Oakland Street said that he was concerned about traffic safety. He said that there
is more discussion needed among constituents regarding the Hamilton Avenue parking issue and
“complete streets”. Ms. Crumiller said that she would take Mr. Meade’s concerns to the Traffic &
Transportation Committee.

REPORTS

Mayor Lempert said that she was working with representatives of Mercer County and other

Mayors to review the construction code due to the recent fire in Edgewater Park.
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Mr. Kiser said that the Engineering Department has been monitoring the demolition of all the
buildings on the hospital site, and the property has been brought to grade. He said that they will be
.monitoring the operation and any complaints of noise.

Mr. Gregory said that to clarify that there is no approved building plan. The site plan addresses
the approach to the building and emergency services looks at addressing systems so that they are in a
logical order when emergency services is responding to a situation. Mr. Gregory said that they asked
Avalon Bay to make some changes and they were very responsive and did make the changes.

Mr. Gregory said that they also reviewed the plans in regard to a sprinkler system and a stand
pipe system. Emergency Services asked for some changes and AvalonBay agreed. Mr. Gregory said that
William Drake is still reviewing the numbers for water flow to make sure that there is adequate water to
fight a fire should the need arise. Things seem to be positive and moving forward.

Mr. Dashield said that concern arose about fire apparatus having adequate access to the Avalon
Bay property in case of emergency. Mr. Gregory said discussed the issue of collapse zones and explained
that one would not put apparatus in the middle in an area such as a courtyard. He said that his concern
when reviewing the plans will be whether there are sprinkler systems in void areas such as attics. If you
were to get a fire in the attic area such as the Edgewater fire you will be better able to contain it. Mr.
Gregory said that he would supporf change in the code that would require sprinkler systems in the attics.

Mr. Dashield reported that select departments will be using Revelstone as a performance
monitoring tool. MS. Butler asked if there was a way to get Affordable Housing on board in a
meaningful way.

Ms. Howard updated Council on the Police Strategic Plan.

Ms. Butler said that summer recreation jobs are currently being posted.

Mr. Simon thanked the Citizens Finance Advisory Committee members, Mr. Dashield and Ms.
Monzo for all their work on the municipal budget to date.

WORK SESSION
Advisory Planning Districts

Ms. Crumiller and Mr. Simon discussed Advisory Planning Districts with Council looking for

consensus the objectives as follows:
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*Ensure that Princeton residents have a voice in the planning, zoning, development and

preservation processes impacting their neighborhoods now that Princeton is a larger community.

*Improve communication and education in Princeton neighborhoods regarding the planning,

zoning, development and preservation processes. The procedures for consolidating the former

Borough and Township zoning codes provide an opportunity for communication by the Planning

Board and governing body to involve residents and explain how the planning and zoning process

works and how the merger of the zoning codes might affect individual neighborhoods.

*Facilitate and encourage communication between neighborhoods and institutions and developers

prior to and during the planning, zoning, development and preservation processes.

* Encourage more proactive planning, zoning, development and preservation processes that

improve communication with the public, and engage the community earlier in the process.

*Ensure that the Master Plan and the zoning code balance institutional growth and developer

initiated changes with neighborhood goals of long term integrity and stability.

Ryan Lillienthal, 34 Maple Street said that this was based on an abstract concern pre
consolidation that residents would lose their voice. The idea is to turn the planning process around from a
reactive to a proactive process so that the neighbors can have the type of neighborhood that they have
come to expect to live in. He said that it was about educating the public, with the municipality being
proactive and about being as accessible as possible and having the information online.

Ms. Butler asked if any time was spent talking about neighborhoods and discussing what

constitutes a neighborhood. Ms. Crumiller said yes and that was one reason we decided not to have them

as the borders are the problem. The zones are clearly delineated.
Mr. Simon said that these are the recommendations that will push us forward.

Ms. Howard said that this is something that has been on people’s minds and that she appreciated
all the work that you have put into this project.

Ms. Crumiller said that William Harla, Wanda Gunning, Valerie Haynes, Ryan Lillienthal were
also involved, and last but not least Lee Solow.

Mr. Simon recommended that a committee be formed to carry the project forward.

Ms. Crumiller said it would be helpful to form a communications committee then perhaps a
subcommittee.
Budget Schedule Update

Mr. Dashield said that this was a baseline budget with no new service items. He proposed that
Council have a full budget discussion on February 24, 2015, with introduction on March 23, 2015 and

adoption on April 24, 2015.
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In regard to “big ticket” capital items, Mr. Dashield recommended that capital plan expenditures
go through a prioritization process which will provide a systematic process for deciding which strategies
should be used to bring expenditures within the debt policy limits.

Mr. Dashield recommended that the capital plan be reviewed by the Council finance committee
who will make strategy recommendations based on the prioritization process. The finance committee can
then present their strategy recommendations to Council for formal action.

Ms. Butler asked why the River Road project was not in the capital budget before. Mr. Simon
said that it is in for year 7. Mayor Lempert said that the Public Works site is moved out 2020 where it
won’t be so painful.

Review of Council Goals 2015

Mr. Dashield reviewed with Council the proposed Goals for 2015. He said that a resélution to

formally adopt the 2015 Goals would be on the Council agenda for February 24, 2015.
ORDINANCE PUBLIC HEARINGS
No Stopping or Standing, Littelbrook Road North and Magnolia Lane

Mayor Lempert read by title an ordinance entitled An Ordinance Creating a No Stopping or
Standing Zone on a Portion of Littlebrook Road North and Magnolia Lane and Amending the
"Code of the Township of Princeton, New Jersey, 1968"

Mayor Lempert opened the public hearing. There being no public comment, the public hearing
was closed.

Ms. Butler offered a motion to approve the proposed ordinance on second reading. The motion
was seconded by Ms. Howard and carried unanimously by those present.
Acceptance of Deed of Conservation

Mayor Lempert read by title an ordinance entitled An Ordinance by Princeton Authorizing the
Acceptance of a Deed of Conservation Easement for Block 2802, Lot 1.01, Princeton Tax Map.

Mayor Lempert opened the public hearing. There being ho public comment, the public hearing
was closed,

Ms. Butler offered a motion to approve the proposed ordinance on second reading. The motion

was seconded by Ms. Crumiller and carried unanimously by those present.
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ORDINANCE INTRODUCTIONS
Parking Along Portions of Cleveland Lane
Mayor Lempert read by title on first reading a proposed ordinance entitled An Ordinance by
Princeton Regulating Parking Along Portions of Cleveland Lane and Amending the “Code of the
Borough of Princeton, New Jersey, 1974,

Ms. Howard offered a motion to approve the proposed ordinance on first reading. Ms. Butler
seconded the motion which was carried by unanimously by those present. The public hearing is
scheduled for March 9, 2015.

Authorizing the Acquisition of Block 15.02, Lots 71 and 72

Mayor Lerﬁpert read by title on first reading a proposed ordinance entitled An Ordinance by
Princeton Appropriating the Sum of $600,000.00 from the Princeton Open Space Trust Fund and
Authorizing the Acquisition of Block 15.02, Lots 71 and 72, Princeton Tax Map Pursuant to thé
Provisions of the New Jersey Local Land and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A12-1 Et Seq. (Public
Hearing March 9, 2015)

Ms. Howard offered a motion to approve the proposed ordinance on first reading. Ms. Butler
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously by those present. The public hearing is scheduled
for March 9, 2015.

RESOLUTIONS

1.15-30 Transfer of Funds, $146,000.

Ms. Howard offered a motion to approve resolution 15-30 as presented. The motion was

seconded by Mr. Simon and carried unanimously by those present.

2.15-31 Resolution Authorizing Request for Proposals Renewable Energy Project on
Princeton Landfill Site

Ms. Butler offered a motion to approve resolution 15-31 as presented. The motion was seconded

by Ms. Howard and carried unanimously by those present.
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3.15-32 Resolution for Extraordinary, Unspecified Service with Gable Associates for Assistance in
Development and Implementation of a Renewable Energy Project
Ms. Butler offered a motion to approve resolution 15-32 as presented. The motion was seconded

by Ms. Howard and carried unanimously by those present.

4.15-33 Professional Service Agreement, DeCotiis, FitzPatrick and Cole, LLP, Special Energy Counsel in
Development and Implementation of a Renewable Energy Project, for an Amount to Not Exceed 7,500.00

Ms. Butler offered a motion to approve resolution 15-33 as presented. The motion was seconded

by Ms. Howard and carried unanimously by those present.

5.15-34 PCH Development Corporation: Affordable Housing Administrative Agent,
Annual Fee $27,780.

Ms. Howard offered a motion to approve resolution 15-34 as presented. The motion was

seconded by Mr. Simon and carried unanimously by those present.

6.15-35Resolution for a Professional Services Agreement Zoning Board of
Adjustment Attorney; Karen L. Cayci, Esquire; Not to Exceed $20,000
Mr. Simon offered a motion to approve resolution 15-35 as presented. The motion was seconded

by Ms. Crumiller and carried unanimously by those present.

7. 15-37 Princeton-Trustees of Princeton University: Extension of License Agreement for Franklin Street
Parking Lot

It was the consensus of Council to hold resolution 15-37 as presented until February 24, 2015.

(Resolutions appended to this set of minutes)

CONSENT AGENDA

1. Bills & Claims
2. 15-38 Contract Extension AT&T Wireless to November 1, 2015

3. Stony Brook Regional Sewerage Authority -Contract 10-1 River Road Headworks Facility; Release of
Performance Guaranty No Maintenance Guaranty Required

4. Princeton University -Andlinger Mock-Up Area (Administrative Waiver); Release of Performance
Guaranty No Maintenance Guaranty Required
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5. Princeton Friends School -School Annex and Additions, Renovation of Schoolmaster's House; Release
of Maintenance Guaranty :

6. Westerly Road Culvert Replacement; Release of Performance Guaranty No Maintenance Guaranty
Required

7. Rosedale Road Pathway Improvements; Release of Performance Guaranty No Maintenance Guaranty
is Required

8. Improvement of Overbrook Drive, Abernathy Drive and Clover Lane; Release of Performance
Guaranty No Maintenance Guaranty Required

9. 15-39 Passive Open Space Task Force

10. 15-40 Appointment Boards, Commissions and Committees

11. 15-41 Certification of Mercer County HOME Investment Partnerships Program Consortium

12. 15-42 Resolution Affordable Housing Home Rehabilitation Loan # 2014 -2, $2,000.

13. 15-43 Professional Services Agreement, Appraisal Associates, Inc., to Perform a Real Property
gﬁzl(')a:)i-s&l).l{eport Concerning the Value of Block 15.02, Lots 71 and 72, for an Amount Not to Exceed

14. 15-44 Professional Services Agreement, Ard Appraisal, Co., to Perform a Real Property Appraisal
Report Concerning the Value of Block 15.02, Lots 71 and 72, for an Amount Not to Exceed $1,500.00.

15. 15-45 Professional Services Agreement with Chambers Architecture, Inc. for Preliminary Design and
Cost Estimating of a River Road Cold Storage Facility and the Review of Future Site Development, for
an Amount Not to Exceed $19,300.00

16. 15-46 Resolution Failure to Renew Liquor License #1114-31-017-002 Corinthian Square Club

17. 15-47 Shared Services Agreement for Health Education Services with Montgomery Townshii), Not to
Exceed $10,000.

18. 15-48 Shared Services Agreement with the Township of Hamilton for Specialized Health Services,
Fees on File.

19. 15-49 Professional Services Agreement, Public Health Nurse, Katherine Korwin, Not to Exceed
$15,000.00

20. 15-50 Professional Services Agreement, HiTOPS, Adolescent Health Education, Not to Exceed
$6,000.00

21. 15-51 Professional Services Agreement, Healthy Child Well Baby Clinic with University Medical
Center of Princeton at Plainsboro, Not to Exceed $5,760.00

22. 15-52 Professional Services Agreement, Healthy Child Well Baby Clinic Pediatrician Services, Amy
Gittell, D.O., Not to Exceed $5,670.00

23.15-53 Professional Services Agreement, Princeton HomeCare for Nursing Services, Not to Exceed
$9,000.00

24. 15-54 Professional Services Agreement Van Cleef Engineering Associates: 2015 Construction
Observation Engineering Services, Paid through Applicant Escrow Fees
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25. 15-55 Supplemental Professional Services Agreement for Omland Engineering Associates Inc., Not to
Exceed $550.00 for Mount Lucas Road -Cherry Hill Road Intersection ROW Acquisition Description
26. 15-56 Resolution to Extend Crosstown Contract to February 15, 2015
27. 15-572015 Municipal Alliance Renewal, July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 for the Amount of $28,056.00

28. 15-58 Resolution Approving Fire Department Application Junior Firefighter Membership for
Alexander J. Versfeld, Jr.

29. 15-59 Resolution Approving Fire Department Application Junior Firefighter Membership for Grant Versfeld
Ms. Crumiller offered a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. The motion was

seconded by Mr. Simon which was carried unanimously by those present.
(Resolutions appended to this set of minutes)

15-60 Resolution Closed Session

RESOLUTION
TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION
(Open Public Meetings Act Sec.3)

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of Princeton:

4. This body will now convene into a closed session that will be limited only to consideration of
an item or items with respect to which the public may be excluded pursuant to section 7B of
the Open Public Meetings Act.

5. The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed in said session is as follows:

Personnel/Potential Affordable Housing Acquisition
Peck Place

Mt. Lucas Property
Personnel Update

6. Stated as precisely as presently possible, the following are the time when and the
circumstances under which the discussion conducted at said session can be disclosed to the
public:

Within 90 days or upon settlement of litigation, if applicable
The above referenced issues were discussed by the Princeton Council.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Linda S. McDermott
Municipal Clerk
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Spirit of Princeton
Events for 2015

Memorial Day Parade

Saturday —May 23, 2015

10:00am

From Princeton Avenue to the Old Borough Hall

Flag Day

Monday - june 15, 2015
12:00Noon
Witherspoon Hall

Fireworks

Thursday - July 2, 2015

Fireworks start at dark (around 9:00pm)

Princeton University (on Clark Field near the stadium)

Veterans Day

Wednesday - November 11, 2015

11:00am

Nassau Street and Mercer Street at the Monument

American and POW Flags to be put up along Nassau Street
Memorial Day to Veterans Day

Please waiver permits for the Memorial Day Parade and Fire Works

St.Paul’s Roman Catholic Church

Stations of the Cross — (Good Friday)

April 3, 2015

7:00pm

Closing of Moran Avenue, Spruce Street and Moore like last year

Ray Wadsworth

Chairman of the Spirit of Princeton
Cell phone — 609-462- 2467

Home - 609-921-6937
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| have some questions regarding construction codes for residential and commercial
zoning.

How was the former hospital site rezoned and what uses are permitted?
Under the current zoning, how is the AvalonBay complex classified?

Information for residential construction, which was obtained from a link to the NJ
Administrative code states that:

“The building shall be not more than three stories and not more than 55 feet in height
where the building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system...”
(see attached text).

The AvalonBay Princeton plan has 5 stories if you include the loft, so it appears that
the NJ construction code regulations have been relaxed for buildings intended for
commercial use. Is this, in fact, true?

Bottom line:

Aren't the residents who live in multi-family dwellings entitied to the same protection
of their health and safety as any other resident living in the Town of Princeton?

Paul Driscoll
Harris Road
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Copyright © 2014 by the New Jersey Office of Administrative Law

#%% This file includes all Regulations adopted and published through the ***
#kx New Jersey Register, Vol. 46 No. 21, November 3, 2014 #%*

TITLE 5. COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
CHAPLER 23. UNIFORM CONSTRUCIION CODE

APLUTIU.TESRE B ATY L8, udus 3l

NJ.AC.5:23-3 (2014)

x. In the definition of "Dwelling Unit," "living as a single housekeeping unit” shall be inserted after "per-
sons."

xi. The definition of "Existing Installations" shall be deleted.
A.;;. T;lc '..;ET!-;IS;;;U“ Ul‘ "\."urE::u.i'._i;Ul !" a;sa;.! fu": ".;':;':lcl-;
xiii. The definition of "Manufactured Home" shall be deleted.

xiv. The definition of "Owner" shall be deleted and the definition at N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.714(b)2viii shall be in-
serted.

xv. The definition of "Permit" shall be deleted.
wwi The definitinn of "Parenn” shall ha daletad

xvii. In the definition of "Potable Water," "public health authority having jurisdiction” shall be deleted and
“Public Health Drinking Waler Standards or the regulations" shall be inserted.

xviii. The definition of "Repait” shall be deleted.
xix. The definition of “Structure” shall be deleted.



‘.-). '—J=:=F£u u L...Hul 3 H ﬂIIlHI iy, S
i. Add new Section R300 as follows:

"R300 Height and Area Limitations. Buildings of VB, unprotecied wood framed construction, as that term
is defined in Section 802 of the building subcode, shall be not more than two stories, not more than 35 feet in
height, and not more than 4,800 sguare feet in area per fioor. For the purpose of applying this section, a hab-
itable attic shall not constitute a story. A habitable attic shall be an atlic that has a stairway as a means of
arrese and earess and in which the nailinag araa at a heiaht nf seven feat ahnve the attin finor is not mora

) m_an og-?hird the area of the next floor below.

H00.1 increases in Height. The building shall be not more than three stories and not more than 55 feet

in height where the building is equipped throughout with an autornalic sprinkler system Instalied in accord-

ance with the Natlonal Fire F'rotectlon Assoclatlon (NFPA) Standard 13 or 13R and where the system is
ance with NFPA 72

LT RUNTHIUTU QT IUHUTWS.

HSOD 2 Encreases ln area The area of a buﬂdmg may be mcreased as provlded in Sections F!300 2.1

m:u QoL l \JUU L 4 LT U‘“‘

R300.2.1 The area limitation shall be permitted to be increased 200 percent for one-and two-story build-
ings and 100 percent for buildings more than two stories in height where a bullding is equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with NFPA Standard 13.

R300.2.2 The area limitation shall be permitted to be increased two percent for each one percent of ex-
cess frontage where a building has more than 25 percent of the building perimeter fronting on a street or
nthar itnacninied snace The nnanniinied snace shall ha nn the sama Int ar dadicatad far nublic nse shall ha
not less than 30 feet in width, and shall have access from a sireet by a posted fire lane that is not less than

18 feet in width.

This document is provided as a c¢ourtesy only; the official Administrative Rules
of the State of NJ are available through LexisNexis, the publisher licensed by
the NJ Office of Administrative Law, or through your local public library.

Loy g o
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6-YEAR CAPITAL PLAN 2/6/2015

Department /

Affordable
Engineering 4,394,931 5,588,325 6,392,800 5,947,705 6,033,875 6,211,500 6,136,500
Infrastructure 3,271,000 3,781,500 2,412,500 3,339,000 2,769,000 2,499,500 2,364,500
Parking Ops 90,000 490,000 48,000 78,000 18,000 21,000 21,000
Parks/ Open Space 235,000 15,000 29,000 218,000 30,000 31,000 34,000
Public Bldgs 543,000 424,000 184,500 197,000 203,500 221,000 227,500
River Road
SOC 1,947,000 1,983,000 1,800,000 2,357,000 2,017,000 1,922,000 2,022,000
Streets/ Roads/ Garbage/ Organic 196,000 559,500 239,000 327,000 488,500 289,500 45,000
Vehicle/ Equipment 10,000 10,000 12,000 12,000 12,000 15,000 15,000
Other 250,000 150,000
Ecological Facility 300,000
IT 388,000 481,000 331,000 321,000 346,000 504,000 358,000
Library 282,500 370,000 677,500 252,500 113,000 105,000 350,000
Palice 56,140 58,640 68,640 43,640 86,396 53,640 108,640
Recreation 317,500 137,200 164,700 73,000 70,000 70,000 70,500
Fire 824,000 905,200 166,200 136,200 110,200 161,200 176,200
Section 20 Costs 230,000 250,000 300,000 200,000 270,000 190,000 190,000
Z-BIG TICKET ITEMS ‘ 280,000 8,000,000 8,800,000 3,500,000 7,500,000 3,500,000
VRB: Rec Improvments 250,000
Community Park South Rehab 4,000,000
Library - Second Floor 1,250,000
Fire House Expansion 280,000 2,800,000
SPC - Building Renovation 1,000,000
River Road Cold Storage Facility 1,000,000
PFARS Building 7,000,000
Future Development River Site PW Facili 3,500,000 3,500,000 3,500,000

19,313,340 13,813,045 17,298,471 13,294,840 9,754,340
SOURCES OF FUNDING: .
Sewer Revenues 2,847,000 1,983,000 2,150,000 4,274,000 4,217,000 3,522,000 2,022,000
Other Trusts (Open Space, Parking) 40,000 170,000 47,000 36,000 48,000 42,000 55,000
Grants / Other Funds 937,000 7,845,507 2,221,500 577,000 747,500 768,500 780,000
5% Downpayment 300,000 400,000 500,000 250,000 400,000 250,000 300,000
NET FUNDING REQUIREMENT (With
"Big Ticket Items") 5,920,071 9,173,358 14,394,840 8,676,045 11,885971 8,712,340 6,597,340
CFAC Presentation 7,125,000 7,125,000 7,125,000 7,125,000 7,125,000 7,125,000
Variance to Funding recommendations (2,048,358) (7,269,840) (1,551,045) (4,760,971) (1,587,340) 527,660

6-year variance to recommendation (16,689,894)

E:\Capital Departmental Summaries 2013-2020 11-6-14 with detail_ Working doc 2.4
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Advisory Planning District Task Force Final Report
February 9, 2015

In January of 2014, the Advisory Planning Districts Task Force began working to carry out the
recommendation of the Consclidation Commission, as outlined in its June 22, 2011 Report of Official
Recommendations:

Advisory Planning Districts: The Commission recommends that during the transition year (i.e.
between an affirmative referendum for consolidation and installation of the new elected officers),
the governing bodies develop a framework for implementation of advisory planning districts in the
consolidated municipality. (17)

The Consolidation Commission determined that the consolidated municipality needed to alleviate the
concerns and address reservations about consolidation expressed by some residents that they “might
find that their voice in, or control and influence over, the decision-making process is diminished in a
consolidated municipality.”(17)

The Task Force discussed options for advisory districts and how they would work. We considered
various ideas for geographically defined advisory districts, both with and without a leadership structure,
and we considered empowering existing neighborhood groups with formal status. However, the
majority felt there were fatal flaws and major stumbling blocks to those proposals. Currently any
member of the community may appear before the Planning or Zoning Board to offer opinions on the
issues or applications before it. The creation of a district has the potential to strengthen the .
neighborhood voice when there is consensus within that district but when there is division, it provides
no clear advantages and could exacerbate conflict within a neighborhood.

Neighbors who share common interests in favor of or in opposition to development proposals have
successfully formed groups to advocate their views before various municipal entities, including the
Mayor and Council, Planning Board, Zoning Board, and other related committees. It is our sense that
Advisory Planning Districts do not present significant advantages over voluntary neighborhood groups.
We grappled with how Advisory Planning District boundaries would be drawn, how the districts would
be organized and how leaders would be elected. Further, they present the possibility of creating a
burdensome bureaucracy that would require ongoing maintenance, aversight and staffing.

When we examined the reasoning behind the commission’s recommendations, i.e. what problem we
were trying to solve, we agreed that many of the residents’ concerns about losing their voices in a larger
town were related to the planning and land use development process and could possibly be addressed
by other means. To that end, we came up with a list of Task Farce objectives.

Advisory Planning Districts Task Force Objectives

Objective #1. Ensure that Princeton residents have a voice in-the planning, zoning, development, and
preservation processes impacting their neighborhoods now that Princeton is a larger community,

Objective #2. Improve communication and education in Princeton neighborhoods regarding the
planning, zoning, development, and preservation processes. The procedures for consolidating the
former Borough and Township zoning codes provide an opportunity for communication by the Planning
Board and governing body to involve residents and to explain how the planning and zoning process
works and how the merger of the zoning codes might affect individual neighborhoods.

Objective #3. Facilitate and encourage communication between neighborhoods and institutions and
developers prior to and during the planning, zoning, development, and preservation processes.

Objective #4. Encourage more proactive planning, zoning, development, and preservation processes
that improve communication with the public, and engage the community earlier in the process.

Objective #5. Ensure that the Master Plan and the zoning code balance institutional growth and
developer-initiated changes with neighborhood goals of long-term integrity and stability.



The Task Force therefore recommends that the Mayor and Council adopt a Neighborhood Planning
Program for the municipality, with the following suggested components, in order to improve
transparency, education and communication regarding the land use planning process as well as to
ensure that residents have a voice in the planning and development of their neighborhood.

* Require land use application materials to be submitted in an electronic format as well as the
hard copies now provided

* Develop a notification system and mechanism to distribute land use planning materials digitally
to interested residents more widely than the minimum required by law, and earlier in the
process. Develop a mechanism to inform the community about land use projects that are in the
pipeline.

* Enhance information distribution on applications and proposed ordinance reviews and
amendments using emails and the municipal web page.

* Develop and maintain a directory of neighborhood groups and contact information to be posted
on the municipal website for the purposes of sharing information and helping neighborhoods
organize themselves.

* Qutline the processes for land use applications, zoning ordinances/amendments and master
plan amendments, and municipal capital improvements, as well as other information about the
land use process, such as what constitutes major and minor site plans, and the roles of the
Council, Planning Board, staff and others, in a document to be posted on the municipal website
and possibly to be included in a newsletter.

* Develop a process to integrate planning information with an online map of the municipality,
with the intent to provide detailed views informing all affected local neighborhoods and the
entire municipality.

. * Utilize the Planning Board’s Zoning Amendment Review Committee meetings concerning new
land use ordinances as a framework for inviting neighborhood participation. Reach out to
neighborhood groups and hold meetings during evening hours and perhaps on weekends.

* Periodically hold neighborhood meetings to impart information and to solicit input regarding
municipal activities related to individual neighborhoods. The core content of the meetings
should include discussing how the master plan, zoning, and municipal capital projects impact
each neighborhood. Meetings may also deal with other issues including traffic, sidewalks and
bike paths, parking, storm water drainage, public safety, and solid waste collection.

* Allmunicipal appointed task forces, boards, commissions and committees that make planning
decisions should keep summary minutes of each meeting that include the names of those
present, topics discussed, any actions taken, and the votes on those actions. The minutes
should be posted on the municipal web page.

* All Planning Board and Zoning Board meetings should be televised and the videos should be
posted on the municipal website.

The task force held a public meeting on September 17th 2014 to solicit input and ideas for the
Neighborhood Planning Program. Attendees supported the recommendations. Specifically, attendees
favored the idea of periodic neighborhood meetings, and greater proactive communication overall.

The Advisory District Task Force recognizes that many of these recommendations involve staff time and
some require additional expenditures that would need to be considered by the Mayor and Council.

We recommend that mayor and council integrate these initiatives into a broader communications
program for the entire community.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jenny Crumiller, William Harla, Wanda Gunning, Valerie Haynes, Ryan Lilienthal and Patrick Simon
Lee Solow, Director of Planning



