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MINUTES 

PRINCETON TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

April 13, 2015 

Conference Room A  

Witherspoon Municipal Building 

 

Present: Robert Altman, Kristin Appelget (Princeton University liaison), Nat 

Bottigheimer (by phone), Sam Bunting, Jenny Crumiller (Council liaison), Amner 

Deleon, Robert Kiser (Engineering liaison); Surinder Sharma (by phone), Jack West 

(Princeton Engineering), Deanna Stockton (Princeton Engineering), Sgt. Tom 

Murray (Police Department liaison), Ralph Widner.  Absent: Pam Hersh. Guests: 

Mimi Omiecinski  (Owner, Princeton Touring Company), Dan Rappaport. 

 

The meeting convened at 5:15 p.m.   

 

1. Approval of March 16, 2015 Minutes. 

Amner Deleon moved, and Surinder Sharma seconded, that the minutes for 

March 16 be approved. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

2. Tour Bus Parking 

The Chair reported that Council President Bernie Miller has asked that the 

Committee, or a special public task force, assume responsibility to determine 

where tour buses should be required to unload passengers and park.  

 

Estimates are that about eight buses per day unload passengers on Nassau 

near Witherspoon or Palmer Square each day. The buses themselves 

frequently obstruct traffic and access to public parking. Their passengers 

often cross into traffic unaware of local safety rules. 

 

Chairman Altman said that a Tour Bus Task Force, comprised of some 

committee members, plus representatives from Princeton University, the 

Convention and Tourism Bureau and business community (Lori Rabin, 

manager of Nassau Inn), and the engineering and police departments, will be 

organized to take this on.  

 

Since the Task Force will have to work over the summer, he asked committee 

members to let him know about their availability during July and August.  
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Bob Kiser reported that the T & T subcommittee has done some preliminary 

analysis of sites in town where tour buses could be required to park and 

possibly unload and narrowed the options down to three: (a) the Princeton 

Shopping Center; (b) the former Fire & Rescue Squad location at 

Witherspoon and Valley Road; and (3) Alexander Road south of Skillman 

Furniture.  

 

In the final analysis, Alexander Road was deemed the most practical.  

 

Kristin Appelget expressed some concerns about unloading passengers near 

an active construction site where there may be safety problems. 

 

Mimi Omiecinski commented that it would be far better if the passengers 

used rest rooms and bought their coffee at the WAWA, rather than crowd 

into the limited facilities on Nassau. 

 

Chairman Altman said that, whatever the decision, new ordinances will be 

required, but that in the meantime, buses could be directed to a selected site 

on the basis of pedestrian safety and other considerations. 

 

Sgt. Tom Murray commented that ultimately a permit system is necessary. 

 

Jenny Crumiller stated that, before the Police Department does anything, 

Council should be fully aware of any planned initiative and discuss it. She 

said that she would bring it up at this evening’s Council meeting. She asked if 

other sites were considered, commenting that we may want to discourage 

these buses from coming into Princeton at all.  

 

Jack West responded that some consideration was given to spaces near the 

Arts Council building and the library, but both were ruled out for safety and 

traffic management reasons. In addition, because state and U.S. highways are 

involved, the New Jersey Department of Transportation controls parking in 

several other areas reviewed. 

 

Surinder Sharma asked for Princeton University’s views on the matter. 

Kristin Appelget said that the buses and their passengers posed real 

problems for the University in the years when they first began coming. 

Passengers would walk into Nassau Hall and take items as souvenirs and 

interrupt business. The university now posts guards in Nassau Hall. 
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It was agreed that no action will be taken until Council has discussed the 

matter. 

 

3. Updates on Previous Committee Actions 

(a) Bob Kiser reported that the committee’s budget recommendations 

concerning sidewalks will be placed before Council tonight. The 

municipality will finance new sidewalks that are part of a street 

improvement project. Property owners are partially responsible 

financially for renovations to existing sidewalks. 

(b) Bob Kiser said that both Council and the Mercer County Freeholders have 

forwarded resolutions to exclude large trucks from using Mercer 

Road/Princeton Pike because of the limits of the bridge over Stony Brook. 

(c) Deanna Stockton reported that she has forwarded a grant application to 

the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission to help underwrite a 

Bike Share Program. 

(d) Deanna Stockton also said that she has prepared a grant proposal to the 

New Jersey Department of Transportation for technical assistance to 

create a Bicycle Master Plan. 

(e) Deanna Stockton has forwarded a draft ordinance establishing parking 

restrictions on Cleveland Lane to the Department of Public  Works for 

review. 

 

4. Updates from T & T Subcommittee 

(a) Bob Kiser said that a speed survey is necessary before we can respond to 

a request to reduce the speed limit on Mercer Road. 

(b) He reported that he has submitted the request for an additional traffic 

signal at U.S. 206 and Valley Road to the New Jersey Department of 

transportation. 

(c) Jack West stated that neighborhood meetings on summer construction 

projects will be held for Poe Road, Edgehill Road, and John Street. 

(d) Deanna Stockton reported that the Planning Board has reviewed plans for 

Valley Road improvements and that neighborhood notices will go out in a 

few weeks. 

(e) Jack West said that the Overnight Parking Task Force will meet next week 

and that the consultant, Bob Nolan, will meet with staff this Friday. 

(f) Deanna Stockton said that three actions must be taken regarding Edgehill 

Street: (a) an ordinance to lower the speed limit from 25 to 20 miles per 

hour; (b) an ordinance to modify parking on Mercer near Edgehiill; (c) 

concurrence from the Seminary regarding a mid-block crosswalk. 
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5. NJ Transit Bus Route 655 

Pam Hersh has informed the Chairman that NJ Transit bus route 655 may be 

eliminated because of very low ridership. Kristin Appelgetr commented that 

the University may be able to add a stop to a Tiger Transit line in order to 

provide a transit route to the hospital for those who have no other means to 

get there. 

 

6. Police Report for March 2015 

Sgt. Tom Murray submitted the Police Report for March 2015, which is 

attached to and made a part of these minutes. 

 

There were 95 occurrences, eight involving injuries. Two involved 

pedestrians, both of whom were injured. There were no bicycle accidents, 

but two with deer. 

 

Because fewer officers are required as school crossing guards this year, the 

number of summons issued for speeding, careless driving, and unregistered 

vehicles is up substantially from 2014.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ralph R. Widner, Secretary 




















