
MINUTES 
PRINCETON TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

November 16, 2015 
Conference Room A  

Witherspoon Municipal Building 
Present: Robert Altman, Nat Bottigheimer, Jenny Crumiller (Council liaison), Amner 
Deleon, Pam Hersh. Robert Kiser (Engineering liaison), Surinder Sharma, Deanna 
Stockton (Princeton Engineering), Jack West (Princeton Engineering),  Ralph 
Widner. Absent: Kristin Appelget (Princeton University liaison), Sam Bunting, Sgt. 
Tom Murray (Police Department liaison), Marvin Reed (Planning Board liaison). 
Guests: Gregg Hand, Nancy Schreiber (Valley Road). 
 
The meeting convened at 5:17 p.m. 
 

1. Approval of Minutes of the October 19, 2015 meeting. 
Surinder Sharma moved, and Chairman Altman seconded that the minutes 
for the meeting on October 19, 2015 be approved. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 

2. Comments from the Public 
Gregg Hand recommended that there be a careful study of possibilities to 
calm traffic on Valley Road since he is convinced that the new traffic light at 
U.S. 206 will increase the number of vehicles using the road to transit 
between Harrison and State Road. He admitted that speed humps are not the 
solution because of the problems they present for EMS vehicles. He also 
advised that “bump outs” are not a solution either because of the 
configuration of Valley Road at several points. 
 
Jenny Crumiller asked if there had been any impact studies in connection 
with the new light’s installation. Bob Kiser replied that there was not. He 
added that it is not clear how many vehicles will choose Terhune rather than 
Valley, but that NJ DOT is the agency that decides whether to undertake an 
impact study. 
 
It was agreed that the traffic situation should be monitored after the light is 
installed to determine whether it creates problems on Valley and Terhune. 
Surinder Sharma suggested that this might be a good spot in which to use the 
new “Your speed is…” signs. 
 

3. Loading Zones and Valet Parking 
In response to a request from Council, Chairman Altman submitted an 
analysis he and the staff developed concerning loading zones that might be 
appropriate and practical sites at which Council could authorize valet 
parking. The analysis is attached to and made a part of these minutes. 
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Nat Bottigheimer asked whether it might not be more efficacious to use 
tiered pricing for parking. Chairman Altman responded that the paper just 
responds to the Council’s specific request for an analysis of loading zones or 
other locations that might be appropriate at which to authorize valet parking. 
Jenny Crumiller asked why sites on Witherspoon were not recommended. 
Chairman Altman responded that they didn’t meet the length requirements. 
. 
Ralph Widner moved that the analysis be forwarded to Council. The motion 
was seconded and unanimously approved.  
 

4. Report on the Bicycle Master Plan. 
Deanna Stockton reported that the first public session with the consultant 
was held last Thursday and was quite successful. Jenny Crumiller spoke. 
Some critics complained that the process is too skewed toward the bicycle 
community. 
 
Ralph Widner commented that the process on this and other matters has 
been backward. Instead of providing for full community participation in 
planning the initiative at the start, so that the full implications are 
understood and agreed to, we adopted the “Complete Streets” policy that 
everyone agreed to in the abstract, but once efforts to implement it began, 
resistance developed because residents didn’t want some aspects of the 
initiative implemented in their own neighborhood, e.g. Hamilton Avenue. 
 
Nancy Schreiber spoke up as a member of the public. She said she doesn’t 
want to be categorized as part of a special group of people opposed to 
improvements for bicycles, but that she and her neighbors should have been 
part of the planning process “up front.” She said that Princeton is a friendly 
town in which we all share common interests and that we should all take 
part in decisions of this kind. 
 
Deanna Stockton pointed out that this is precisely the process that is now 
underway with the bicycle plan and that everyone is invited to take part. 
Announcements of three forthcoming focus group sessions that begin 
December 2 have been posted. She invited all interested residents to take 
part. 
 

5. Bus Shelter Funding Approved 
Bob Kiser and Pam Hersh reported that the Mass Transit Trust Fund trustees 
have approved the committee’s $50,000 grant request to modify five bus 
shelters about to be provided by NJ Transit for locations previously 
recommended by the committee. The funds will also be used for a flagship 
bus shelter with a “green roof” at Palmer Square. In addition, NJ Transit will 
replace two older bus shelters on Harrison and at the intersection of U.S. 206 
and Edgerstoune. 
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6. Completion of Summer Projects 
Deanna Stockton reported that all of the summer projects, except for some 
signage on Prospect, have either been completed or are nearly finished. 
 

7. Updates 
• Chairman Altman asked all committee members to send in their 

recommended list of committee accomplishments in 2015 so that they 
can be included in the committee’s 2015 report to Council. 

 
• Jack West reported that NRG is funding installation of flashing light 

crosswalks on U.S. 206 at Stanworth housing and that installation 
should be completed by year’s end. 

 
• Deanna Stockton reported that NJ DOT is installing the new all-cross 

traffic light system recommended by the committees at the 
intersection of Washington and Nassau. Though it will not provide the 
full all-cross functions the committee and Council requested, the 
system has the capacity to do so if conditions should warrant. 

 
• Bob Kiser reported that the county and Lawrence Township have 

joined with Princeton in recommending that Mercer be taken off the 
NJ DOT maps as an approved truck route. 

 
• Deanna Stockton said that she is preparing a Federal grant request to 

fund covered bike parking and a bike share program at Princeton 
Station and that Princeton University is eager to provide matching 
funds. 

 
8. Police Report 

In Sgt. Murray’s absence, Deanna Stockton submitted the police report for 
October 2015, which is attached to and made a part of these minutes. There 
were 90 occurrences, 11 with injuries. Four were accidents involving 
pedestrians and one with a bicyclist. One accident with a deer involved no 
injury. 
 
She said the three “Your speed is...”signs are now available and will be 
rotated at sites where speeding has proved to be a particular problem. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ralph R. Widner, Secretary 
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