
MINUTES

PRINCETON TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING

CONFERENCE ROOM A

MAY 18, 2015

PRESENT: Robert Altman (Chair), Kristin Appelget (Princeton University liaison), Nat

Bottigheimer, Sam Bunting, Jenny Crumiller (Council liaison), Surinder Sharma, Robert Kiser

(Engineering liaison), Sgt. Tom Murray (Police Department liaison), Deanna Stockton (Princeton

Engineering), Jack West (Princeton Engineering),

ABSENT: Amner Deleon, Ralph Widner

GUESTS: Marty Lyons, Dan Rappaport, Marvin Reed

1- Minutes of April 13, 2015: Unanimously approved; one abstention by Pam Hersh

2- Comments from the Public: Marty Lyons, a civil engineer who lives in Princeton, spoke

about what he believes was the faulty reconstruction of the Alexander Road “S-bend”

portion of the road as it approaches the D&R Canal crossing bridge. He said his multiple

attempts to connect with West Windsor officials about the “dangerously faulty banking”

of the roadway have proven futile. He wanted to know if Princeton could do anything

about the situation that he perceives as a real public safety issue. T&T noted that unless

the accident reports indicate a problem for motorists entering Princeton, there would

be no basis for a Princeton official to interfere with a West Windsor road construction

issue. Mr. Lyons was going to try to get the accident reports which should be made

available from the West Winsor Police for the time period following the

reconstruction.t. Once he had the information, he would reach out again to discuss

further.

OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION



 Tour Bus Parking: The Ad Hoc Committee on Tour Buses shared its May 11, 2015

“Report with Recommendations to Princeton Council.” The report gave a very

thorough overview of the problem – a great increase in the number of large tour

buses loading and unloading and parking on Nassau Street in areas unsuitable

and unsafe and illegal for such activities. The Ad Hoc Committee came up with

some excellent recommendations to implement immediately for the purpose of

gathering data and educating the tour bus operators and in the future for a

permanent solution enacting and enforcing ordinances that would regulate

where tour buses could park and where they could pick up and drop off. Council

was schedule to have an in depth discussion of the situation on May 18th

following the T&T meeting. Thus far, nothing has been resolved. Overnight

parking. the Committee got an update on Council’s was considerations as it

attempted to “harmonize” the overnight parking ordinance that existed in the

former Borough of Princeton with the overnight parking ordinance that existed

in the former Princeton Township. The Chair asked the Committee whether it

wanted to take a position on the issue, No Committee members indicated “yes”,

and the discussion devolved into a historical rehashing of why the town needs

to have an overnight parking ban at all. Council is considering three possibilities:

a) leave the overnight parking ban exactly as it now exists; b) expand the

overnight parking ban slightly to cover a few more streets close to the center of

town; c) implement the overnight parking ban throughout the entire community.

At Council’s request, staff is preparing a draft ordinance for the second option.

 Edgehill Street traffic safety --- On June 8, Council will have a public hearing and

final vote on a traffic safety ordinance, recommended by the T & T Committee,

that reduces the speed limit from 25 mph to 20 mph.

 Bus Shelters---Bob Kiser and Pam Hersh were expected to go before the special

MOU Transit Trust Fund committee on May 26 to receive final approval for

funding a bus shelter installation strategy as put forth by Princeton architect and

urban planning expert Jim Constantine. The result of this effort will be reported

at the next T&T meeting.

 Mountain Avenue/Great Road traffic signal. DOT has approved the grant, but the

timing of actual implementation and receipt of funds is unclear.

 Safe Routes to School grant for Harrison Street at Hamilton and Franklin. The

$300,000 grant was approved, but it will take two years to get the design

approved.

 Summer Construction projects: Hamilton Avenue, Prospect Avenue, Poe road,

Mt. Lucas Road all moving forward in a timely fashion.



 Valley Road sidewalks. Marvin Reed reported that the reconstruction of the

sidewalks project was trying to accommodate the Complete Streets mandate

and how to deal with the narrow width. The six foot width is too narrow for the

cyclists, but the question is should the cyclists be required to move to the

roadway. Cherry Valley Road striping – going forward.

 Walnut Avenue/NJDOT grant -- that Princeton was successful in receiving a

NJDOT Municipal Aid Grant for this project. We will consult with the Princeton

High School and JW Middle School during the design process. Most likely,

construction won’t take place until 2017

 Princeton Police Department Accident Report and Summonses Report for April

2015 (attached) submitted by Sgt Tom Murray. Significant data: MVA with

pedestrians- two incidents with injury. MVA with bicyclists – none. MVA with

deer – two incidents with no injuries. The number of summonses issued to

motorists who failed to yield to pedestrians was double the number for the same

time period in 2014 (12 summonses for April, 2015, versus 6 summonses for

April, 2014.)



















Tour Buses, Public Safety, and the
Quality of Life in Princeton

A Report, with recommendations, to Princeton Council
Ad Hoc Committee on Tour Buses

Traffic and Transportation Committee
May 11, 2015



An overview

• Princeton is increasingly becoming a stop-over destination for tourists arriving in
large tour buses

– about which Princeton has virtually no information
– and over which Princeton has virtually no control

• In the absence of officially designated places to unload, park, and load, buses use
any of several locations, limited only by existing ordinances on idling (3-minutes),
no parking zones, and intersections

• Given that buses use many locations, with no designated zones,
– collection of needed data is virtually impossible
– and on-going continuous enforcement is difficult

• the ideal solution is to create a safe system for managing and controlling the buses
while they are in Princeton

• The first step is a trial period, used both for collecting data and to begin the
management and control of large tour buses while they are in Princeton



Some solutions– over time – to get
control of the tour bus situation

• Right now
– Begin trial period (June 1 thru

September 30)
– Create two designated places

for tour buses to load and
unload by bagging designated
meters

– Collect data on buses
– Begin education and

enforcement
– Encourage use of Alexander

Street locations for parking

• And then
– Enact ordinances:

• Requirement to park on
Alexander Street

• Creation of muni-metered tour
bus parking there

– Expand education and
enforcement

– Analyze data, evaluate trial
period, and develop next steps:

• Future bus stop locations
• Registration, permits, and

parking fees
• Scheduling arrivals - ?



Cost of bagging 8 meters for 4 months

• Based on 12 meters (4 sets of 3) on Nassau St.
– Average annual income: $12,585*

– Average annual income/meter: $3,160

– Average income/meter/month: $ 260

• Lost income with 8 bagged meters
– Average income/meter/month: $ 260

– Total income lost/all meters/month: $2,080

– Total income lost/all meters/4 months: $8,320

• Over the past 5 years, Princeton income from its approximately 1000 single space meters

has averaged $1,791,591/year. Data provided by Bill Moraski, e-mails to Bob Kiser, 4/28/15,

5/1/15, and 5/7/15.



Locations considered for bus drop off/pick up

A. Nassau, just east of Bayard (north side)
B. Nassau, just east of Chambers at Nassau Christian Center

(north side)
C. Nassau, just west of Nassau Presbyterian Church (south

side)
D. Nassau, just west of Tulane (north side)
E. Nassau, just east of Witherspoon (south side)
F. Olden, just south of Williams at Friend Center (west side)
G. Williams, just east of Washington at the former Frick Lab

(south side)



Some criteria used to screen options

1. Reasonable access to cross walks for tourist group’s crossing
2. Sufficient size for pull-in parking
3. Sight lines at intersections are not blocked
4. If on Nassau, be between Washington Road and University

Place to provide for ease of safe circulation to and from
Alexander St. Parking location.

5. Availability and ease of police data collection and
enforcement

6. Time of tourists’ walking to Nassau Hall
7. Minimize disruption of existing businesses (delivery) and

church programming (drop off and parking)
8. Proximity to retailers frequented by tourists
9. Bus circulation not to impact residential neighborhoods



Using our criteria to evaluate sites

OPTIONS: Reasonable

access to

cross walks

Sufficient

size for

pull-in

parking

Sight lines at

intersections

not blocked

If on Nassau

Street, between

Washington and

University

Availability

and ease of

enforcement

Walking

time to

Nassau

Hall

Minimize

disruption to

retailers and

churches

Proximity

to retailers

frequented

Circulation

w/o

impact on

residential

Other

Considerations

Nassau, off

Bayard (north

side)

YES YES YES no no YES YES no YES Interferes

w/right turn

Nassau, off

Chambers (north

side)

YES YES YES YES no no YES no YES

Nassau, near

Nassau

Presbyterian

Church

YES YES YES YES no YES no YES YES

direct

conflict with

drop off and

pick up for

Church

activities

Nassau, off

Tulane (north

side)

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

preferred by

retailers

frequented

Nassau, off

Witherspoon

(south side)

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Olden, off

Williams (west

side)

N/A YES YES N/A no no YES no YES

Used by

Univ. transit

Williams, off

Washington

(south side)

YES YES YES N/A no YES YES no no

Abuts

construction

site



And if it all comes together…..

• Regulate and control tour bus movement (to..)

• … improve safety, decrease pollution, and
enhance quality of life in Princeton

• Create an on-going revenue stream (from
permitting, fines, and parking fees)to support
the program and its enforcement

• Maintain business opportunities for those
merchants frequented by tourists



Members of the Ad Hoc Committee
• Bob Altman, T & T Committee, Chair
• Lori Rabon, Princeton Merchants Association, Vice

Chair
• Kristen Appelget, Princeton University
• Jenny Crumiller, Princeton Council
• Amner Deleon, T & T Committee
• Bob Kiser, Princeton Engineering Department
• Bernie Miller, Princeton Council
• Sgt. Tom Murray, Princeton Police Department
• Mimi Omiecinski, Princeton Tour Company
• Jack West, Princeton Engineering Department
• Ralph Widener, T & T Committee
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