
PRINCETON 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

Minutes – Regular Meeting 

 

March 11, 2013 

 
 

The regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was called to order 4:00 p.m. on 

Monday, March 11, 2013 by Chairman Capozzoli in Meeting Room B of the Municipal 

Building. 
 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 

Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, a notice of this meeting’s date, time, location and agenda was 

mailed to the news media, posted on the Municipal bulletin board and filed with the Municipal 

Clerk as required by law. 

 

ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 

Present: Julie Capozzoli 

Elric Endersby 

Catherine Kurtz Gowen  

Shirley Satterfield 

David Schure 

Roger Shatzkin 

Celia Tazelaar 

Robert von Zumbusch 

 

Absent: None  

 

Also present:  Christine Lewandoski, Historic Preservation Officer; Jo Butler, Council Liaison; 

Michael Butler, Esq., Legal Counsel; Kerry A. Philip, Recording Secretary 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

R. von Zumbusch advised that in 2012 funding was available from the Garden State Trust 

towards sustainable state projects.  A resolution supporting funding was passed by the board in 

2012 and the board should consider a resolution from the newly consolidated board for 

establishment of a long term dedicated source of state funding for these purposes.  The resolution 

will be on a future agenda.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

 

a. Adoption of Preservation Plan Application Form 

 

A discussion on the Historic Preservation Plan Application Form took place.  After changes were 

suggested, C. Lewandoski advised that this will be on the agenda at the next meeting. 
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APPLICATIONS 

 

a) Crown Castle 

Concept and Review 

Proposed Cellular Antennae Sites 

Central Historic District 

 

C. Lewandoski provided an overview.  She advised that a mechanism for enhancing and making 

stronger a cell signal was put in place for the Central Historic District.  DAS nodes installed on 

wood poles similar to what is in place on Mountain Avenue is being proposed in three locations.  

Peter Broy, applicant, advised that the installations would improve the signal for Verizon 

customers on Nassau Street and the historic district.   

 

1) Mercer Street 

A metal pole on Mercer was originally considered and when the applicant approached PSEG 

to remove a black pole and put their antennae and box on a new pole, PSEG would not permit 

this.  At this time the applicant is considering a custom designed pole on the backside of the 

memorial and a wood pole on Mercer which is close to an existing wooden pole on Mercer.  This 

new pole would replace the one located on Stockton.  The board felt that a wooden pole may be 

better in this location.  Further review is needed.   

 

2) Spring Street 

A wooden pole exists on Spring Street, in 2012 the applicant approached HPRC asking for a 

black metal pole.  An alternative location would be on Witherspoon at the northwest corner of 

Hulfish. 

 

3) 185 Nassau Street 

The applicant advised that they are willing to move the black metal pole to the corner of 

Nassau and Charlton.   

 

Board discussion took place.  D. Schure stated that black metal blends better than wooden poles.   

The applicant stated that this technology is here to stay for approximately 30 years and each pole 

can take on a second carrier.  R. von Zumbusch stated that if the pole is not used for several 

years the carrier must remove the pole.  The applicant stated that they have removal bond monies 

in place with the municipality.  All wiring would be underground.  All poles are electronically 

monitored, a maintenance man is dispatched immediately if necessary and there would be 

monthly inspections of the poles.  The applicant was asked to find out the specific timing of the 

bond in place.  D. Schure stated that there are other locations (within the University and steeples) 

that may be a preferred location for these boxes.   

 

Jo Butler, council liaison, stated that she wishes to see some evidence that PSEG is unwilling to 

put this installation on telephone poles.  Chairman Capozzoli stated that the board needs to know 

more about this technology in order to make a decision.  R. von Zumbusch suggested checking 

with the National Park Service and see if there is anything else being done for these installations 

and how the telecommunications act impacts the board's decision.   
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David Schure recused himself from the following application. 

 

4HP – 2013 Jeffrey Little 

Preservation Plan – New Home 

10 Battlebrook Lane; Block 9902, Lot 7 

Princeton Stony Brook Settlement District 

 

C. Lewandoski advised that the home is located in the Princeton Battlefield Stony Brook district 

and it is setback 95 feet from the roadway.  The proposal is for a home with a three car garage.  

The size of the home is substantially larger and higher than surrounding homes.  All bulk 

standards can be met.  Michael Lapinski, Development Administrator for Princeton, reviewed 

this application and his comments should be part of the approval if granted.  She advised that the 

driveway is 10 feet wide and this must be reviewed by the fire official because access would be 

from an existing drive and the Old Stone Bridge but entry may be better from Parkside.  

 

The proposal is for a modern house with vinyl siding, the roof of the house is above the height of 

Stockton Street, the vegetation in place may help screen the property but not during the winter 

months so additional screening may be needed.  The materials proposed should be reviewed 

since it is in the historic district.   

 

Jeffrey Little, applicant, handed out a rendering of the home.  He advised that vinyl siding is no 

longer being considered, hardyboard plank is now proposed along with stone.  R. von Zumbusch 

stated that the combination of materials is a distraction and additional screening is warranted.  

Mr. Little stated that all three garage doors would face Stockton but one of the doors is lower 

than the grade of the house.  The window shutters will be vinyl.  Chairman Capozzoli asked if 

the applicant considered removing the stone for the façade since no other structure in that area 

has two façade materials.  C. Tazelaar wished for compatibility with surrounding structures, a 

smaller scale and smaller single windows since most of the buildings in that district offer this 

style.  She asked that the monumental arch be removed over the front door and a slight rotation 

of the garage or a separate garage to break up the scale. 

 

R. von Zumbusch advised that the design does not fit in with the neighborhood and suggested 

windows above the front door.   

 

E. Endersby stated that single windows with shutters would be preferred, no stone for the façade, 

screening around the driveway and recommended a one story portico without a second floor.  

Michael Butler, attorney for the board, advised that the MLUL clock expires and if the applicant 

is willing to extend the MLUL clock the board can consider the revised plan at another meeting.  

R. VonZumbusch suggested a subcommittee to work with the applicant on the redesign.  The 

subcommittee members would be E. Endersby and R. VonZumbusch.  

 

MINUTES 

February 11, 2013 – postponed to next meeting. 
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D. Schure and S. Satterfield left the meeting at 6:40 pm. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Dinky Station 

Kip Cherry stated that a letter from Anne Neumann was sent to the board attorney in April 2012 

asking the board to consider historic standards for the dinky station.  The facility is listed on the 

Historic National Register and she requested a meeting in April to discuss this.  

 

Valley Road School Building 

Kip Cherry stated that a zoning amendment for this site has been applied for. 

 

Alexander Street Homes 

She asked that the board promote the relocation of these homes.   

 

Colonnade in Battlefield Park 

Kip Cherry advised that she is in process of obtaining money for repairs needed after Hurricane 

Sandy.  Some trees must also be removed because of the storm.   

 

Morven Tract 

Kip Cherry stated that the Morven Tract encompasses historical architecture and generates 

tourism.  She asked that the board consider protecting this area and designate it as historic for 

preservation. 

 

Report from HPC Subcommittee on Historic Preservation Ordinance 

 

C. Lewandoski advised that R. von Zumbusch, C. Tazelaar and C. Kurtz Gowen are working on 

delineating aspects of the neighborhoods that fall in historic districts pertaining to the view 

sheds, the density, the topography and whether they are walkable.  The work is continuing, the 

ordinance will be helpful for people to anticipate what is expected from them.   

 

STAFF/BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS 

Mountain Lakes Signage:  C. Lewandoski stated that the location of the signage has been 

determined and Public Works has installed them.  She will inspect the installation to make sure 

they were installed properly. 

 

Historic Preservation Fees:  C. Lewandoski stated that the fees are on the Council agenda this 

evening for review and approval. 

 

Alexander Road Houses:  E. Endersby stated that one person is considering purchasing one of 

the homes.   

 

Budget:  C. Lewandoski stated that two-fifths of the legal expenses budgeted for 2013 have been 

used in January. 
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Being that there was no other business before the board, motion was made by C. Kurtz Gowen 

and C. Tazelaar seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kerry A. Philip 

Secretary 

 

 


