
Dr. Laura H. Kahn, a physician, is a research scholar with the Program on Science and 

Global Security at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, 

Princeton University.      

 
A native of California, Dr. Kahn holds a B.S. degree in nursing from UCLA, an M.D. 

from Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, a Master of Public Health from Columbia University 

and a Master of Public Policy from Princeton University.  Before joining the Princeton 

University staff, she was managing physician for the New Jersey Department of Health 

and Senior Services, a medical officer for the Food and Drug Administration in 

Rockville, Maryland, an attending physician/educator at Prince George’s Hospital in 

Cheverly, Maryland and a staff physician at Gouverneur Hospital in New York, New 

York.  Dr. Kahn is a fellow of the American College of Physicians (ACP) and is a 

recipient of the New Jersey Chapter’s Laureate Award. In 2010, the American Veterinary 

Epidemiology Society (AVES) awarded her with an honorary diploma for her work in 

One Health. In 2014, she received a Presidential Award for Meritorious Service from the 

American Association of Public Health Physicians.                             
                                                                                                    

From 2003 to 2005, Dr. Kahn led a two-year study assessing the public health 

infrastructures of New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania under a 

Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation grant. In September 2005, she organized a conference at 

Princeton University on zoonotic diseases and the need to integrate human and animal 

public health infrastructure to enable effective responses to bioterrorism and pandemics.  

She was co-director and lecturer for the course, “Zoonoses: An Emerging Public Health 

Issue”, for graduate and medical students at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New 

York City during the spring of 2006.   

 

In April 2006, she published Confronting Zoonoses, Linking Human and Veterinary 

Medicine in the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Journal of Emerging 

Infectious Diseases. That publication helped launch the One Health Initiative 

(http://www.onehealthinitiative.com). In 2010 and 2011, she taught, “When Cows go 

Crazy: The inextricable links between human and animal health,” to Princeton University 

freshman. She is the author of “Who’s in Charge? Leadership during epidemics, bioterror 

attacks, and other public health crises” published in 2009 by Praeger Security 

International. She writes regular online columns for the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 

and has published in many peer- reviewed journals.  She is currently writing a book about 

the politics of antimicrobial resistance using a One Health approach. 
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Princeton Board of Health Bio - Question & Answer 

 

 

 

Q.  What is your name and how long have you lived in Princeton? 

A.  Laura H. Kahn: I’ve lived in Princeton 18 years. 

 

Q.  How long have you been on the Board of Health? 

A.  14 ½ years. 

 

Q.  What is your favorite part of being on the Board of Health? 

A.  Working with a dedicated group of people to improve the health of Princeton. 

 

Q.  Why do you feel public health is so important? 

A.   Preventing disease is far better than suffering with it. 

 

Q.  What makes Princeton such an extraordinary place to be? 

A.  The people, the institutions, and the commitment to excellence. 
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